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To the Select Committee on the Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities. 

 

I am a local farmer in the Parkes area and I have grave concerns about having a plant burning 

plastic and other unsorted rubbish near our farm land and the township of Parkes. 

My reasons are as follows: 

1) The technology used to monitor food production. Did you know we have testing 

equipment that grades our harvested grains on protein, moisture and test weight? 

Cameras that can capture cracks in rice grain before they are de-hulled and strict 

tolerances in regards to chemical residue on grains.  

In our meat production traceability goes back to the farm it was raised on and the 

practices used to raise and grow that animal.  

These systems allow us to participate in export markets and are only getting more 

complicated and extensive. Australian produce has a very high standard and I’m 

afraid this project will jeopardize us. 

 

The technology might not exist today but eventually it will exist and being so close to 

an incinerator will affect heavily on our access to profitable markets. The possibility 

of contamination from burning rubbish (yes, despite environmental checks and 

balances) is too great to risk in such productive agricultural land. 

 

Not to mention its position in the Lachlan River catchment area, that in turns runs 

through NSW, along the border of Victoria and into South Australia. If any 

contamination occurred it would affect productive irrigation land in all three states. 

The cost of a disaster that big would totally render any electricity gains pathetic in 

comparison. 

 

2) The possible pollutants that are emitted from the plant falls on our land but also on 

the roofs of our houses and sheds – which is our only source of drinking water. Cities 

and towns (like Sydney) have a water supply but in regional areas we collect the rain 

water in tanks and wash, cook and drink it. If any pollution is found to be emitted it 

directly impacts our health. 

 

3) The proposed location is so close to a town and the school my three children attend. 

 

The fact that NSW Health objected to it being located in Western Sydney due to it 

being located in a populated area is still true of Parkes. Why should Parkes bear the 

heath impacts for a rubbish problem we did not create?  

 



The sheer volume of rubbish that is proposed to be burnt so close to a town and 

quite literally in the backyard of a school is unthinkable.  

It has been argued that other plans have been located in populated areas and that 

the air quality has been improved but our air quality would be vastly better and 

 

In conclusion I am against the proposed EfW plant being built near any town or near 

productive farmland. There is too much at stake and hiding behind reporting and the 

EPA won’t stop a disaster – it will just let us know it has occurred. No fine can reverse 

the effects to our community if something goes wrong. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fiona Sue 

 

 

 

 

 


