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Subject: Opposition to the Proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility
Dear Committee Members,

| am writing as a local Parkes resident and parent of two young children to express my
strong opposition to the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility (waste incinerator).

My family chose to live in Parkes because it is a safe, clean, and community-minded town
— the kind of place where children can grow up healthy and connected to nature. | believe
this project threatens to permanently change that, bringing health, environmental, and
social risks that our community should not have to bear.

My greatest concern is for the health of our children and our neighbours. No matter how
advanced the technology, no incinerator is entirely emission-free. Pollutants such as
dioxins, PFAS, heavy metals and fine particulate matter can have long-term impacts on
respiratory health and child development. The idea that these substances could be
released into the same air our kids breathe is deeply troubling.

I am also worried about the broader environmental effects on our land, waterways, and
local produce. Parkes and the Central West are proud food-producing regions. The risk —
or even the perception — of contamination could damage the reputation of our agriculture
and the livelihoods of local families who depend on it.

It is particularly upsetting that this project involves transporting large amounts of Sydney’s
waste hundreds of kilometres to our region. | personally believe much more should be
done to reduce waste at its source, especially in Sydney, where most of it is created. The
fact that waste-to-energy plants were rejected in metropolitan areas due to health and
population concerns, only for a similar project to be proposed in a small regional town,
feels deeply unfair. It is not humane to impose such a burden on a small community that
helps feed the entire state with its produce.

Regional NSW should not be treated as the state’s dumping ground simply because we
are smaller in number. Every family, whether in the city or the country, deserves the same

right to clean air, safe water, and a healthy environment.

| am also disappointed by the lack of genuine consultation surrounding this proposal.



Many residents feel that decisions have been made without truly listening to community
voices or addressing valid concerns about health, emissions, and transparency. True
consultation means partnership — not persuasion.

There are better, more sustainable ways to manage waste. NSW should be investing in
recycling innovation, composting, and waste reduction — not burning rubbish and calling it
progress. Building an incinerator sends the wrong message to our children about
responsibility and sustainability.

For these reasons, | respectfully ask that the Committee:

« Halt or reject the project until independent health and environmental assessments are
completed;

» Commission a child health impact study specific to Parkes and surrounding areas;

» Require full public disclosure of emissions data, transport plans, and waste sourcing;
» Ensure no incinerator is placed near agricultural or residential communities; and
 Focus on policies that reduce waste creation in Sydney and other metropolitan areas,
where it originates.

Parkes is a proud and hard-working regional town. We contribute so much to the state —
through our farming, our freight networks, and our community spirit. We ask that this same

respect and care be shown to us in return.

| urge the Committee to put the health of our children and the fairness of this state above
corporate convenience. Please protect Parkes and the people who call it home.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my concerns.
Warm regards,

Mathew Skulander
Parkes, NSW



