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My name is Cathy Littlewood. I am writing this submission as part of the Parkes community to 

address my concerns about the Energy to Waste Incinerator being proposed in our town.  

The first question that comes to mind is why Parkes? If the health and wellbeing are being 

considered for the Sydney communities that would be affected, then why isn’t our welfare being 

considered for the same reasons? Simply because we have the space, or because of our location in 

regard to the transcontinental Highway and the Special Activation Precinct, or the railway 

infrastructure?  

Does the government think because they have created pathways and funding for these areas for our 

town that we are now equipped to handle an all-mighty garbage Incinerator?  

I am genuinely concerned for our town, and what will become of us. Our farming land, the soil, the 

water, our clean air. The hard work to produce high quality grain, meat, etc will all be undone.  

I must also mention concerns regarding the devaluing of our properties, who will want to move here 

with the Incinerator burning 24hrs a day, 7 days a week. I certainly wont want to be breathing that 

in.  

My health is a major concern as I am a chronic asthmatic. I take medication twice a day to help with 

my breathing. Changes in the environment, with the air, the change of seasons, the temperature all 

affect my breathing. I can’t see how such an air polluting facility in our region will help me.  We are 

being told the emissions will be safe; however, this is yet to be proven.  

I was diagnosed with Breast Cancer in March 2022, and I was fortunate that the treatment worked 

for me, however I am still taking medication on a daily basis as part of that treatment, and will 

continue to do so for the foreseeable future. The last thing I want is the added stress and anxiety 

about toxins and pollutants impacting my health.  

I own a business in Parkes. This is a health food shop and café, which I established in 2016. A lot of 

hard work and dedication goes into my business.  I have my customers and hard-working staff to 

thank for that. Can I be guaranteed that I will still have the same level of customers if the Incinerator 

goes ahead? Will the travellers visit our town? Will the locals stay, or will they go?  

I fear the latter, and I am deeply concerned that my business will close as a result. I will consider 

closing the doors, and relocating elsewhere.  

Regards 

Cathy Littlewood  


