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My name is Karen Cruickshank,

| was born in Parkes. | am extremely proud & thankful to be able to say | grew up in a fabulous country town that
shaped my adult life. | have many wonderful childhood memories & many friendships that | still have contact
with today that were formed in Parkes.

Many generations of my family have called Parkes home. | have many relatives and friends that still call Parkes
home. It is where they choose to raise their family, where all our family memories have been made.

| am extremally proud of my heritage & what our town has achieved i.e. without our radio telescope the World
would not have seen man walk on the moon.

| still LOVE bringing my husband and kids back to Parkes to catch up with loved ones, to spend time on the family
farm, to show and teach them about my history and life befare they were in this world.

My connection with Parkes is still strong as i own property in Parkes. | am concerned for the health of my family,
friends and three tenants if the incinerator goes ahead. | feel forced to choose between keeping my connection
to my heritage and family, and the safety of my children from exposure to toxins. | especially worry about the
health implications for the family still living in and around Parkes who chose to live in this wonderful clean &
prosperous town.

Both Myself and my husband is vehemently opposed to the Parkes Energy Recovery Facility (PERF) because it
threatens my relative’s health, my financial security, and the entire town’s future through soil and water
contamination, property devaluation, rental collapse, anti-recycling lock-in, and climate sabotage—all while
being deliberately sited upwind of the CBD in a location that places my relatives and thousands of others directly
in the contamination plume and guarantees catastrophic cleanup costs.

1. The contamination plume |s aimed directly at Parkes CBD. The PERF site sits west of the Newell Highway,
under 10 km from the town centre—exactly upwind of Parkes. Bureau of Meteorology data shows prevailing
westerly winds (70% of days) will carry dioxins, furans, PM2.5, and heavy metals straight over high-density
housing, schools, hospitals, and the CBD.

¢ Air modelling from the 2018 Eastern Creek EIS (rejected for this reason) showed toxic plumes extending
15-20 km downwind.

s Groundwater flow in the Lachlan unregulated alluvial aquifer runs east to south-east—directly under the
CBD.

s Asingle fly-ash breach or leachate spill will require soil vapour extraction, pump-and-treat systems, and
house-by-house remediation across hundreds of residential blocks. Rain water collection will become
impossible adding further strain on infrastructure.

Cost estimate? The EPA’s 2023 Contaminated Land Guidelines cite $500,000-51.2 million per hectare for urban
cleanup. Parkes CBD = 120 hectares of developed land. That's $60-5144 million in liability—not including lost
rates, business closures, or health claims. Undeveloped land 50 km west? Cleanup cost: $50,000-5100,000/ha.
Why risk the town when remote sites exist?

2. Health Risks = Instant Stigma = Property Collapse. NSW Health (2022) confirms: no safe exposure level for
dioxins or furans. These bioaccumulate in soil, crops, livestock, and human breast milk.

« UK DEFRA (2015): 11 incinerators = 7-15% house price drops within 5 km, 10-20% childhood asthma
increase.

» Corelogic Regional NSW Forecast (Oct 2025): Parkes median +12% over 5 years without PERF - -8% to
-14% with it.

* Roy Morgan (Aug 2025): 74% of Sydney parents “would not move to a town with an incinerator”.

Many families including my relatives may leave the moment the stack is visible. I'll face 30%+ vacancy, forced
rent cuts, and insurance refusals under “environmental hazard” exclusions.



3. Anti-Recycling, Anti-Net-Zero Hypocrisy. PERF requires 600,000 t/yr of burnable waste to remain viable. That
means:

s  Plastics, paper, and organics diverted from recycling to feed the furnace.
s NSW’s 70% recycling target undermined—the EPA admits EfW competes with resource recovery.
¢ Emissions: 1.2-1.4 t CO.e per MWh—worse than coal {IPCC 2022).

The Minns Government preaches net zero while locking in a high-emission, linear-burn economy in regional
NSW. This is not “energy recovery”—it’s environmental damage and directly contradicts stated net-zero goals.

4. Site Selection Defies Logic and Equity. Waste already travels 500+ km from Sydney. Why stop just 8 km from
town?

¢ Hundreds of km? of remote, Crown, or pastoral land exist west of Condobolin or south of Tottenham.
* No homes, no schools, no aquifers under towns.

s Cleanup of paddocks: 5-10x cheaper and faster than excavating suburban lawns and cleaning roof
structures before contaminants enter the water table.

+ Rail infrastructure can be built anywhere—the consortium admits logistics are flexible.

Placing PERF upwind of Parkes is not an engineering decision—it’s a political one with the potential for pork
barrelling and vested interests. It externalises risk onto ratepayers while internalising profit for developers.

Recommendations.
REJECT PERF at any sites.

Remote outback site alternatives need to be considered with minimal Human & Agricultural Risks. Where land
availability & cost are near Zero. With one modest Rail siding & no new rail corridor, with a payback of less than
10 years. Where the circular economy is still fully viable with an environmental & regulation win.

Such an implementation roadmap could be developed in 18 months, faster than current delays. Parkes 30 year
cost S460M Vs Remote outback $427M.

Potentially suitable sites have been identified using Crown land and existing rail and road connections to towns.

| strongly encourage consideration for this to planning.minister@planning.nsw.gov.au .

Citing the ban on incinerators as the major barrier to relocation is purely political. The decision could be
modified with the strike of a pen to allow this. Government seems to bend the rules to suite themselves.

Parkes gave Australia “The Dish”. Don’t let Sydney give us dioxins.
PROTECT OUR HEALTH, PROTECT OUR SOIL, PROTECT OUR WATER AND PROTECT OUR FUTURE.

Karen and Andrew Cruickshank .30/10/2025
Current property owner and previous resident.
Parkes, NSW 2870.



