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My name is Makayla Sloane; I am 19 years old and have lived in Parkes my whole life. I 
am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Energy-from-Waste facility. 

As a proud First Nations woman, I feel a deep responsibility to care for the land. My 
culture teaches us to protect the land that sustains us, and this connection to the land 
is central to our culture and identity. The introduction of a facility that is known to 
produce toxic emissions directly violates this sacred responsibility. Contaminating the 
land, air, and water threatens not only our physical health but also the spiritual 
connection to Country, which has been nurtured for countless generations. 

Parkes is also a rural community with a large population of farmers, many of whom I 
know personally. I am deeply concerned about how the contamination from dioxins, 
PFAs, and other persistent chemicals will aƯect their farmland and livelihoods. Even a 
perceived risk of contamination can be devastating. This is a very real threat to our 
farmers' way of life, and the consequences for these families would be severe, with 
ripple eƯects throughout the entire community. This is not a theoretical concern; the 
potential damage and risks are real and lasting, threatening the very foundation of our 
town. What is the future of agriculture in our town, and the future for young people who 
want to pursue agricultural careers in this town, when this incinerator threatens their 
very future? 

As a young person, I am particularly concerned about the long-term consequences of 
this proposal. My generation, and those younger than me, will have to live with the 
impacts of decisions made today that prioritise short-term profit over community health 
and environmental wellbeing. We deserve solutions that are safe, sustainable, and 
forward-thinking, not ones that create lasting harm. 

The proposed plan to transport waste from Sydney to Parkes by diesel train is also 
deeply unsustainable. The environmental impact of moving such large amounts of 
waste long distances undermines any potential benefit the facility might claim. Waste-
to-energy is not the right solution; it is a band-aid solution to a much larger issue. 
Instead, the focus should be on zero-waste strategies that prevent waste from being 
created in the first place. Packaging companies must take responsibility for reducing 
single-use plastics and unnecessary packaging. Other strategies could include 
expanding local recycling programs, supporting composting and food waste reduction, 
and investing in community education about waste reduction. 

In addition to environmental concerns, there are serious public health risks. Toxic 
emissions impact drinking water, air quality around schools, and the broader 
environment in which children and families live. Studies from other areas with waste-to-
energy facilities show that emissions of dioxins and other persistent chemicals can 
accumulate in the food chain and human tissues, creating long-term health risks. 



The cultural, environmental, and health risks of this proposal make it clear that it is not 
suitable for Parkes. Our community already struggles to retain essential professionals 
such as doctors and teachers, and our new hospital is unable to use its maternity ward 
due to staƯing issues. The health risks from this facility (or even the perceived risks) are 
not going to encourage these professionals to build a life here. The smaller population 
here does not reduce the health risk to each individual; it just means fewer people 
altogether are aƯected. But just because fewer people are aƯected does not mean that 
their health matters any less than the people of Sydney. The people of Parkes should not 
have to bear the risks to their health that were deemed unsafe for Sydney’s population. 

As someone who values our land, our community, and our cultural traditions, I strongly 
oppose the construction of this facility. Our town deserves safe, sustainable, and 
responsible development that protects the land, water, and people, not a facility that 
threatens all of these. 

For these reasons, I strongly oppose this facility, and I urge the NSW government to 
immediately halt all planning and approval processes for Energy-from-Waste projects 
until it has formally responded to this parliamentary inquiry and properly addressed the 
significant concerns raised by community members, scientists, and health experts. 

Makayla Sloane 

 


