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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy from Waste (EfW)
Facilities

I wish to formally object to the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator at Parkes,
NSW.

Firstly, itis deeply concerning that developments of this type have been banned in
Sydney due to potential health risks, yet are being proposed for regional areas such as
Parkes. This inconsistency implies that the health and wellbeing of regional
communities are being valued less than those of metropolitan residents. If such
facilities are considered too risky for Sydney’s population, they should not be imposed
on country towns where residents deserve the same protection and environmental
standards.

Secondly, | am not satisfied that emissions from the EfW incinerator will be safe. Even
with modern filtration technologies, these facilities release harmful substances such as
dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particulates that can affect air quality and human health
over time. The long-term effects of these emissions, especially in a region dependent on
agriculture and with vulnerable rural populations, are not adequately understood or
guaranteed to be harmless.

Thirdly, there is a genuine risk to local food production. Parkes and its surrounding
districts are significant agricultural areas. Airborne pollutants and contaminated ash
residues could settle on farmland, potentially entering soil and water systems, thereby
undermining the reputation and safety of local food products.

Moreover, this proposal is designed primarily to handle Sydney’s waste problem, not
Parkes’s. It does not reduce waste at its source but instead creates an incentive to
produce more waste in order to maintain incinerator operations and profits for private
operators. This contradicts the principles of a circular economy and undermines efforts
to reduce, reuse, and recycle.

Finally, the amount of electricity generated by such facilities is minimal and inefficient
compared to genuinely renewable energy sources such as solar and wind. Itis a poor
trade-off for the environmental and health risks it brings.

For these reasons, | urge the Committee to reject the proposal for an Energy from Waste
incinerator at Parkes and to prioritise sustainable, community-safe waste and energy
solutions.

Mr Phil Standen
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