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Submission to NSW Parliament:  
Concerns Regarding the Proposed Parkes Energy from Waste Project 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Melissa Ashcroft and I have lived in Parkes my whole life. I am a mother to three 
teenagers who all attend the local high school, and the partner of a local farmer. I also have 
extended family in the area including four nieces who all attend school. I am an active 
member of the community, and regularly volunteer for local sporting clubs and our school 
P&C committee. I currently work at a local primary school in administration. Two of my 
children also work while they are studying at high school. Parkes is my home and the place 
where my family and extended family have invested in.  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste (EfW) 
project. I am extremely concerned about the impact this will have on our town and the people 
who live here.  

 

Risks to Health  

The impact to our health from toxic emissions such as dioxins and fine particles is an 
enormous concern. The emissions could have immediate effects on our community’s health 
due to the reduction in air quality.  The potential for long-term health risks to our community 
is a major issue. As a mother I have serious concerns for the risk to my children and the wider 
community. Our younger generation, as well as generations to come, will be the ones 
suffering from the long-term health consequences and will ultimately be paying the price of 
ridding Sydney of their waste. If the facility were to go ahead I would encourage my children 
and my nieces to consider moving away from Parkes.  

 

Risks to Agricultural 

Parkes is surrounded by farmland which is a major food producer, including our own farm 
which is in close proximity to the proposed facility. This project threatens our clean air, water 
and soil quality. The risk of contamination is a huge threat, not only to our farm but to the 
farms around us. If our soil and water were to be contaminated, this would mean we could 
no longer keep our livestock or grow crops. Not only would we lose our income, but we would 
be unable to sell our land as it would be worth nothing. Our household water supply comes 
from our tanks, so our own drinking water would be contaminated. The potential risk of toxic 
emissions to all of these factors on our farm is a massive concern for our family.  

 

  



Risks to Business, Property Prices, Tourism, and Investment 

Parkes has a wide variety of businesses that cover different industries and sectors. There are 
already issues with finding and retaining staff. I’m concerned that people will move away from 
Parkes and we will struggle to attract new people to our town. This is a huge concern for our 
already understaffed health and education systems.  

This proposal also threatens property prices and investment in Parkes. If this facility were to 
go ahead there would likely be a massive reduction in the value of properties, including farm 
land. This would be disastrous to property owners and investors in our town.  

Parkes also thrives on tourism. I have personally benefitted from this through renting out a 
space in my house in town through AirBNB. The effect the proposed facility could have on our 
tourism industry would be enormous. This would impact our motels and hotels as well as our 
restaurants and cafés. The flow-on effect of this would have massive consequences for the 
wider community in general. 

 

Risks to Mental Health and Community Wellbeing 

Living with the threat of environmental contamination will impact the mental health of our 
community. Our farmers already have many factors that can contribute to stress and anxiety 
in their everyday life. They are unable to control many elements, such as the weather, which 
contribute to their success as farmers. Adding another element to that with the proposed 
facility would add another massive stress and anxiety contributor to our farmers. This could 
have severe consequences. This is a factor that can be controlled, simply by rejecting this 
proposal.  

Our general community of Parkes and the wider population would also suffer with stress and 
anxiety if this facility were to go ahead. The risks as outlined in my submission are shared 
widely across the community and the stress this proposal is causing is already felt by many 
people.  

 

I am asking you to reject the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste (EfW) facility to keep our 
beautiful town and our community safe. We are not responsible for Sydney’s waste, and this 
is not the solution to their problem. We deserve to be treated better, and we deserve to be 
shown that our town, our farmers, and our community are a valued part of this country.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Melissa Ashcroft 


