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Submission: Opposition to the Proposed Parkes Energy from Waste Project  

I am writing as a local resident, health worker, small business owner, and mother of a young family 
in Parkes. My husband and I both work locally and have deep ties to the Parkes community. Our 
parents and extended families live here, my brother is buried in the Parkes Cemetery, and we are 
proud to raise our child surrounded by the people, community, and landscapes that make Parkes 
such a special place to live.  

In addition to my role in the NSW Health system, I am the founder of a local running group and 
coaching business that supports children and adults in improving their health and wellbeing through 
movement and sport. Parkes has a proud and deeply ingrained sporting culture, one that reflects a 
healthy, active, and connected community. I believe this identity must be protected.  

I wish to address the following Terms of Reference in my submission:  

(d) Impacts on human health, including effects on regional town drinking water, rainwater 
harvesting, and soil contamination.  

(b) The spread and quality of emissions predicted to be generated. 

(i) Alternative solutions to reduce and manage residual waste produced by Greater Sydney.  

Impacts on Human Health 

My greatest concern is the potential short- and long-term health impacts of this facility on our 
community, particularly our children. As someone who works within the health system, I see 
firsthand the pressure on our already stretched local health services. Any increase in illness or health 
complications due to emissions or environmental contamination would have serious and far-
reaching consequences.  

Preliminary survey results from April 2025 showed that 42 health and aged care workers indicated 
they would leave Parkes if the Energy from Waste facility were to proceed. This loss would be 
devastating. Parkes already faces challenges with health service access, including the inability to 
birth locally, long waits for GP appointments, and reliance on an overstretched Emergency 
Department. Losing more skilled professionals would further weaken an already fragile rural health 
network, reduce access to essential services, and place even greater strain on those who remain.  

While the proposal may bring short-term economic gain and a small number of jobs, these cannot 
outweigh the long-term health, environmental, and community costs.  

Emissions and Environmental Contamination 

I am deeply concerned about the spread and quality of emissions from this facility. The long-term 
effects of airborne pollutants on air, soil, and water quality remain uncertain. Even low levels of 
persistent contamination can have cumulative impacts on human health, agricultural productivity, 
and the surrounding ecosystem. The risk to our drinking water and rainwater supplies is particularly 
alarming for regional communities like ours that rely on these sources.  

Alternative Solutions  

We must also address the root cause of the issue — the volume of waste being generated. This is 
fundamentally a prevention versus cure problem. Instead of focusing on how to dispose of or burn 
existing waste, we should be addressing overconsumption, wasteful packaging, and unsustainable 
production practices.  



Transferring Sydney’s waste burden to rural communities is not a fair or ethical solution. If an Energy 
from Waste facility has been deemed unsuitable or unsafe for Sydney, then it is equally unsuitable 
for Parkes. Every community should take responsibility for managing its own waste through cleaner, 
more sustainable systems.  

Conclusion  

Parkes deserves to be part of a cleaner, more forward-thinking future; one that focuses on 
education, sustainability, and reducing waste at its source, not on managing the waste of others.  

As a health advocate, coach, and mother, I want my child to grow up in a town that values clean air, 
safe water, and healthy living; and in a community supported by its leaders to protect those values. I 
am strongly opposed to the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste Project and deeply concerned for 
the future of our town if it proceeds.  

I urge the inquiry to prioritise human health, environmental sustainability, and community wellbeing 
over industrial development. Parkes should continue to be recognised as a healthy, active, and 
family-oriented community; not as a dumping ground for the waste of others.  

I love this community and want to see it thrive. I am firmly opposed to the Parkes Energy from 
Waste Project.  

Sincerely,  

Sarah Hartin  
Parkes, NSW 
 


