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| am writing to formally oppose the proposed rubbish incinerator (waste-to-energy
facility) planned for Parkes, New South Wales. As a resident of Parkes and a young
Wiradjuri man. | express worry about how the project will affect community health and
environmental conditions and Aboriginal Country in the long run.

Parkes has dedicated itself to establishing a sustainable agricultural community-based
reputation in the town. The installation of a waste incinerator opposes our community
vision because it would establish our area as a disposal centre for waste from
neighbouring regions.

Health and Environmental Concerns

Modern incinerator emissions consist of toxic pollutants which include dioxins and
furans together with heavy metals and ultrafine particles. These substances are linked
to cancer, birth defects, and respiratory illness — especially dangerous for children and
Elders.

The geographical location of Parkes together with its wind patterns creates conditions
that allow emissions to spread across residential neighbourhoods and nearby
agricultural lands which would result in soil and water contamination and harm to farm
animals. The existing water stress on Goobang Creek from drought and runoff
conditions would become more severe if the area experiences additional contamination
which would create major environmental and farming problems.

The incinerator will also produce toxic bottom ash and fly ash that must be treated as
hazardous waste. The community faces ongoing danger because there exists no
publicly confirmed strategy for protecting this material during storage and
transportation and waste management.

Climate and Waste Management Issues

Burning waste directly contradicts NSW’s own Waste and Sustainable Materials
Strategy 2041 and Net Zero Plan (Stage 1: 2020-2030).

The production of greenhouse gases from incineration exceeds the emissions generated
by recycling and composting operations when processing one ton of waste. The current
system forces councils to sign long-term waste supply agreements which prevents
them from pursuing waste reduction and recycling programs that the community has
successfully developed.

The company should allocate its funds to investments because it would be more



beneficial than spending them on destroying useful materials.

e Localrecycling and reuse industries,

e Composting and anaerobic digestion facilities for organic waste, and

The community education programs need to focus on teaching people waste prevention
methods.

The alternatives create employmentin the local area and generate circular economy
advantages while removing all toxic emissions.

Cultural Heritage and Indigenous Perspectives

This project poses a significant risk to Wiradjuri Country, on which Parkes proudly
stands. The Wiradjuri people maintain a deep and ongoing spiritual connection to this
land, its waterways, and all living things upon it.

To burn waste on Country is not just an environmental issue, it is a cultural and spiritual
one. The nation exists as a living entity which requires all citizens to work together for its
preservation. The proposed site location threatens to impact culturally important areas
together with native plants and animals and traditional Wiradjuri pathways which hold
spiritual value.

Stakeholder consultation requires more than sending notifications to stakeholders for it
to be considered true consultation. It must involve free, prior, and informed consent
from Traditional Owners and meaningful partnership throughout the assessment
process in line with the NSW Government’s Closing the Gap Implementation Plan and
UNDRIP principles.

The failure to perform these duties would result in environmental and cultural
injustices.

Social and Community Impact

Parkes residents have already voiced strong opposition to the project. Locating a waste
incinerator in our community rather than in one of the state’s designated waste-to-
energy precincts is deeply unfair.

The following risks emerge from this choice.

e Devaluing property,

e Damaging agricultural branding and tourism, and

The relationship between local residents and developers and government institutions



has started to deteriorate.

Our region should not bear the health and environmental costs of processing Sydney’s
or other regions’ waste.

6. Policy and Planning Inconsistencies

The project conflicts with:

e The NSW Energy from Waste Policy Statement (2021), which restricts such
developments to specific precincts Parkes is not one of them.

¢ The Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 implements the
precautionary principle to protect the environment when scientists cannot determine
the level of serious environmental damage.

The NSW Aboriginal Affairs Policy Framework serves as a policy which demands
agencies to include Aboriginal cultural respect in their planning choices.

The proposed incinerator in Parkes is not in the best interest of the community, the
environment, or Wiradjuri Country.

The project endangers air quality while blocking climate protection efforts, destroys
cultural sites and creates dangerous conditions for people living in the area.

The Department should reject this development proposal to support community-based
waste management initiatives which defend both human health and native lands.

Parkes town requires sustainable development to build its future instead of industrial
smokestacks.

Thanks,

Brayden Quigg



