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Submission: Opposition to the Parkes Waste-to-Energy Incinerator 
From: Lara Piercy, 21 

I am strongly against the proposed Waste-to-Energy incinerator in Parkes. I have lived in 
Parkes my whole life, and my entire family my grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins, 
and their children all live here too. This is our home, and it’s where I hope to one day 
raise a family of my own. 

There have already been multiple studies showing that these types of facilities pose 
serious health risks to the community not only to humans, but also to livestock, crops, 
and our water supply. Research shows increased risks of cardiovascular issues and 
cancers, as well as mental health impacts caused by the ongoing stress and anxiety of 
living near a toxic incinerator. 

I’ve already seen cancer affect my own family.  Two members of my immediate family 
battled cancer at the same time. The idea of my future children growing up here, 
possibly breathing polluted air or drinking contaminated water, is heartbreaking. I want 
to raise them in a safe and healthy environment, not one overshadowed by fear and 
toxins. 

We, as a community, do not stand for anything that could harm our lives, our animals, or 
our land. Stress itself is known to contribute to poor health and the stress of worrying 
about this incinerator is already taking a toll on many of us. The thought of losing family 
members, seeing local businesses close, friends moving away, and the mental health 
impacts this will bring is deeply concerning. 

I demand that proper baseline health and environmental testing be done at the 
company’s cost before anything proceeds. Who will be held responsible for future 
health issues caused by this facility if it goes ahead? How will young people like me 
continue to live and work in this town if it becomes unsafe or unliveable? Who will 
compensate us if our health, livelihoods, and future are put at risk against our wishes? 

This project does not represent progress it represents danger. Our community deserves 
better. Please listen to the people of Parkes and stop this toxic incinerator from going 
ahead. 

Sincerely, 
Lara Piercy 

 


