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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

20/10/2025 

Re: Energy from waste developments – Concerns regarding proposed facility in Parkes Shire. 

Dear Committee Members 

I am writing as a lifelong resident of Parkes Shire to express my deep concern about the 
proposed energy from waste (EFW) development in our region. 

My family has lived in Parkes for generations – my parents, grandparents, and now my own 
grandchildren call this place home.  We are proud of our strong community, our clean 
environment, and our rural way of life.  However, the proposed EFW facility threatens all of this, 
and we do not feel that our concerns are being adequately heard or addressed. 

One of our most pressing concerns is the lack of transparency surrounding this proposal.  The 
community has received minimal information about the potential health, environmental, and 
safety impacts of the facility.  It is deeply troubling that a development with such potentially far-
reaching consequences can progress with limited public scrutiny and without genuine, 
informed consultation with those who live here. 

We are particularly alarmed about the long-term health consequences that may result from 
emissions and by products associated with burning waste.  I am not confident that current 
monitoring and regulatory systems are sufficiently robust or independent to protect the health 
of our families – particularly vulnerable populations such as children and the elderly. 

My grandchildren live on a farming property close to the proposed site and attend a school that 
is located nearby. The idea that they could be exposed to harmful pollutants on a daily basis 
either through air, water or soil contamination is unacceptable.  We cannot afford to gamble 
with the health of future generations based on assumptions or assurances that are not backed 
by transparent, peer reviewed, long term studies. 

I also wish to raise concerns about the broader issue of environmental justice. It seems regional 
communities like ours are increasingly being targeted for developments that metropolitan areas  
would never accept.  This is unfair.  We deserve the same level of protection, transparency, and 
respect as people in Sydney or Newcastle. 

We are not opposed to progress or innovation. BUT WE EXPECT: 

: Independent health and environmental impact assessments that are publicly available and 
easy to understand 

:Transparent and ongoing community consultation with genuine opportunities to stop or amend 
the project based on community feedback. 

:Long term monitoring of emissions and public health conducted by independent bodies not 
those with vested interests. 

: A commitment to exploring safer and more sustainable waste management solutions such as 
reducing waste at the source, rather than relying on combustion based technologies with known 
heath and environmental risks. 



As someone who has lived in Parkes my whole life, I urge the committee to take seriously the  
concerns of regional residents who will live with the consequences of these decisions for 
decades. We ask you to protect our land our health and our future. 

Regards 

Alison Dowton 

Parkes NSW 2870 

 


