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I oppose the Energy from Waste Incinerator (EfWI) for Parkes NSW 

I am a farmer in the Parkes LGA. I, along with my family, have lived and farmed my entire life 

here. I wish to raise my family in a clean and healthy environment as well. However, this has been 

put in jeopardy due to the proposal of a EfWI. 

My concerns are: 

Lack of communication and transparency.  

o This project apparently started as far back as 2018. Like many others, I knew 

nothing about the proposed EfWI until March 2025. 

o The lack of communication and transparency from NSW Government, Parkes Shire 

Council and Parkes Energy Recovery is concerning. 

o There has been no consultation with the community, such as letter drops or 

community meetings prior to the presentation by Parkes Energy Recovery in April 

2025. 

 

How Safe will our Health and Environment Be: 

 

o Toxic chemicals will be spewed into the air and water and onto farmland, 

contaminating the environment. It is claimed that emissions will be minimal and that 

they will be monitored. It doesn’t matter how much or how little the emissions are, 

our environment will be subjected to 30-40 years of PFAS and POP’S (forever 

chemicals) contaminating our farms and lives. 

o What will happen to the fly ash? Will it be buried to only leech into the ground and 

water. A disaster in the making. 

o The NSW government know it’s not safe. It was deemed to be unsafe for the people 

and environment of Sydney. Why are we not given the same consideration? Is our 

health and environment not equal to those of Sydney? Are we second class citizen? 

o The ACT has banned EfWI due to concerns of possible health and environmental 

risks. They also know it’s not safe. 

o Minister Penny Sharpe knows it is unsafe after calling for a halt to the Eastern Creek 

EfWI 

o Federal MP Chris Bowen called the Eastern Creek proposal “a stupid proposal which 

will emit fumes across Western Sydney”.  

 

Livelihoods and Economy: 

 

o Parkes Shire as well as surrounding shires of Forbes, Lachlan, Cabonne and 

Narromine, are all, primarily, agriculture based areas. The produce (grains, meats 

and fruits) that is grown in our area, not only feed a nation but is exported all over the 

world. If contamination should occur, if PFAS are detected in our produce, our 

products will be worthless. Australia’s clean-green reputation around the world would 

be in tatters. Our billion dollar industry would be decimated. Note, PFAS have 

already been detected in Europe, don’t let it happen here. 

o Our livelihoods are at stake. Our farmland will be downgraded and worthless if 

contamination occurs. What happens to us, who will cover our debts? 



o Agriculture and support businesses are one of the highest employers in our shires. 

Our economy depends on agriculture. 

o If the EfWI proposal is successful, 50 jobs will be created. But how many will leave? 

How many jobs will be put at risk? 

 

In conclusion the NSW Government knows it’s not safe, laws have been changed to protect the 

health and environment of NSW. It’s not economical to build a facility and transport rubbish 500’ks 

from the source. NSW need to consider the three R’s of waste control. RECYCLE, REDUCE AND 

RECOVER.   

 

Please consider protecting our health, our water and environment and our livelihoods. Ban Energy 

from Waste Incineration across all of NSW. 

 

Thank you for considering my submission and I ask for a response.  

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Steve Witherow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 


