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The Submission

Parliamentary Submission

Date: 29 Oct 2025

To: Honorable Members of Parliament

Subject: My Opposition to the Energy Waste Facility in the Goulburn Region

Dear Honorable Members,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed energy waste facility in the Goulburn region.
This submission outlines several key concerns regarding the environmental, health, and economic impacts
that would result from this project.

1. Environmental Impact

Air Quality: The incineration process at an energy waste facility releases harmful pollutants into the air,
including dioxins, heavy metals, and particulate matter. These emissions contribute to poor air quality,
which can exacerbate respiratory issues among local residents.

Waste Management: Proponents claim that the facility will manage waste more efficiently, but this
overlooks the significant environmental consequences. Incineration generates substantial amounts of ash,
which requires safe disposal or recycling, adding to landfill burden and potentially increasing overall waste
management costs. Moreover, incinerators emit harmful pollutants, contributing to poor air quality and
exacerbating respiratory issues among local residents.

2. Health Concerns

Respiratory Health: Increased exposure to air pollutants has been linked to respiratory illnesses,
cardiovascular disease, and even cancer. The Goulburn region already faces challenges with air quality due
to its proximity to agricultural areas and other industries.
Public Safety: Incinerators can pose additional fire risks, particularly if not properly maintained or
regulated.

3. Economic Impacts

Tourism and Agriculture: The Goulburn region is known for its picturesque landscapes and thriving
agricultural industry. A major Toxic Waste facility’s waste output could deter tourists and potential
investors who prioritize environmental sustainability.
Job Market:While the facility may create some jobs, they are most often temporary and low-skilled
positions in comparison to other industries that support more robust local economies.

4. Alternatives

Recycling and Composting Programs: Encouraging recycling and composting can significantly reduce waste
sent to incinerators without compromising public health or our environment.
Energy Efficiency Initiatives: Promoting energy efficiency programs for businesses and households could
help reduce overall energy consumption, making such facilities less necessary.



5. Community Impact

Public Consultation: The project has not adequately engaged with the local communities surrounding the
Sites and its impact zone, during its planning stages. A transparent and inclusive process would have
allowed residents to voice concerns and contribute to more informed decision-making.

Transportation Infrastructure Strain: The proposed facility will introduce additional multiple daily rail
freight, carrying considerable toxic waste through the center of Goulburn and its environs, potentially
contributing to regional pollution impacts.
Goulburn rail already has multiple daily trains with 80-100 containers each carrying Sydney’s landfill waste
which are often left in the Goulburn siding for hours awaiting rail movement clearance, and this often
happens during summer. This has already attracted numerous air pollution/odour complaints form local
residents. This Toxic Waste Facility proposal will double this rail haulage lode with more 1.2km long trains
with over 80 containers each, but now they carry Toxic Waste. The Goulburn rail yard delays will certainly
increase as the present Veolia’s Sydney Waste trains begin transporting Sydney’s Toxic Waste as well.
Further extending this rail traffic into the wee small hours of the night/morning will only exacerbate the
local population living anywhere near the Sydney-Goluburn-Tarago rail link with more excessive sound
pollution and of course toxic odour.

Energy Offset Concerns: The Veolia Toxic Incinerator concept as presented, aims in part to justify its
existence to the public by producing an electrically generated offset, which may be totally self-consumed
rather than provided electricity to other electrical providers for consumer distribution. This could
potentially reduce the operator’s costs at the expense of consumers and/or the State Government, raising
concerns about transparency and fairness in cost allocation. In truth, the Toxic Waste Incinerator will
require far more electricity than it produces yet. Veolia, as the proposed operator, presents the facility to
be “Energy Selfsufficient” which we know not to be correct. Sadly Veolia and indirectly our Government,
appears more concerned with profits than community well-being, especially if these offsets are used solely
for internal cost reduction and community coercion (sometimes identified as advertising propaganda)
without proper scrutiny and accountability.

Residential Displacement: The facility could lead to significant changes in land use, potentially resulting in
residential displacement without adequate compensation or relocation plans. This is especially crucial if
Toxins from the Incinerator’s operation and or outputs leach into our water supplies/table, soils and/or
farm produce. This has more far reaching impacts than have been identified within this submission, and
full spectrum chemical and toxin testing of all surrounding environments, community members, animals
and farm produce needs to be carried out, well documented ‘publicly’ as a base reference point before any
such facility is ever commissioned.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the construction of an energy waste facility in the Goulburn region poses a considerable risk
to public health, environmental quality, and economic stability. I urge Parliament to reconsider this project
and explore more sustainable alternatives that align with our collective goals for environmental protection
and community well-being.

Thank you for your attention to these matters. Please do not hesitate to contact me if further information
or discussions are required.

Sincerely,

Warren Godfrey

Goulburn NSW 2580




