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My name is Wendy Rix and I have lived in Parkes my entire life. I am 45 years old. I grew 
up on a farm and now, together with my husband, we are raising our four sons on our 
own farm that we worked hard to be able to purchase. I also work as a PDHPE teacher at 
the local high school, where I see firsthand the importance of protecting the long-term 
health, wellbeing and future opportunities of young people in our community. I am 
writing to formally object to the proposed Energy from Waste incinerator at the Parkes 
Special Activation Precinct. 

I am addressing Terms of Reference: (a), (b), (d), (e), (f), and (h). 

(a) Performance of Proposed Technology 

The technology proposed for this facility has not demonstrated successful 
implementation at this scale in any comparable Australian agricultural setting. If this 
technology is genuinely safe and effective, it is reasonable to ask why it is not being 
constructed in Sydney, where the waste is generated and where access to health 
services and regulatory oversight is greater? Redirecting it to regional NSW to me, just 
signals uncertainty and risk and it is often assumed that the voices of smaller 
communities often struggle to be heard. But as a Parkes community member- we want 
to be heard!! 

(b) Spread and Quality of Emissions 

Parkes is surrounded by open farmland and we experience strong winds across the 
region. Any emissions released will not remain contained; fine particle matter, dioxins 
and heavy metals can travel long distances and settle on crops, livestock pastures, tank 
roofs and the soil across the large area of agricultural land. Once distributed in the 
environment, these pollutants are extremely difficult to remove and can accumulate 
over time, impacting health and agricultural productivity for years to come. The 
unknown long term health implications will be a concerning issue.  
Unlike metropolitan environments, we do not have widespread town water access, 
sealed roof collection systems or population density monitoring to detect issues early. 
In a farming community such as ours, the spread of emissions does not just affect 
individuals, it affects food production systems, livestock health and the trust that 
consumers place in our region's produce. The risk may be invisible to the eye, but the 
consequences would be deeply felt and long-lasting. 

(d) Impacts on Human Health, Drinking Water & Soil 

My family relies on tank water, like many others in this region. With many farmers within 
the Parkes community, many people rely on rainwater catchment into water tanks for 
daily usage such as drinking, showering and washing. Any airborne pollutants settling 
on roof surfaces or open land will directly enter our drinking supply and food systems. 
These pollutants such as heavy metals, microplastics or dioxins will pose a risk to both 



the health of people in Parkes and surrounding towns but also will impact the 
environmental health. The health impacts of such exposure, especially on children and 
adolescents may not be immediately visible but can be serious and long-term. How do 
you put a price on that?? As a parent and as a teacher, I cannot accept introducing a 
known risk to students, families and staff living here. Prevention is the only responsible 
approach. Prevention is better than cure!!! The consequences of getting this wrong are 
irreversible. 

(e) Impact on Agriculture 

Parkes is a proud farming region. Agriculture is the foundation of the economy, identity 
and pride of our Parkes community. Our region is known for producing clean, reliable 
and safe food and to be able to achieve this level of safe production, we rely on clean 
air, clean water and trust in the safety of local produce. Even perceived contamination 
can undermine market confidence, reduce land values, affect livestock sales and 
damage our regional reputation, putting our livelihoods at stake. Once consumer trust is 
lost, it is extremely difficult to regain.  

(f) Alterations to the Parkes Special Activation Precinct & Community Sustainability 

The Special Activation Precinct was promoted as a positive, future focused 
development intended to strengthen, not threaten our region. It was promoted as an 
opportunity for innovation, sustainability and localised economic growth, not as a site 
to process Sydney’s red-bin waste. The inclusion of a waste incinerator defeats this 
purpose and shifts the precinct from local value adding to importing risks from 
elsewhere and undermines community trust in the planning process. As a teacher and 
parent, I also want to highlight that Parkes already struggles to attract and retain 
healthcare workers and educators. These roles are essential to the wellbeing and future 
of our town. If Parkes is associated with industrial pollution and risk, there will be even 
fewer reasons for professionals to move here and strong reasons for some who are 
already here to leave. This threatens not only health and the environment, but also the 
ongoing liveability and resilience of our community. 

 

(h) Emissions Monitoring Methodology 

I don’t believe that continuous, independent, 24/7 monitoring of all emissions, including 
dioxins and other toxins, is guaranteed in the current proposal. Reporting averages or 
delays cannot protect the health of the community, especially in a rural community 
where exposure would be continuous and unavoidable. If contamination is 
acknowledged only after it occurs, the damage would already be done and would be 
highly likely to be irreversible. 



In closing, I believe that my family my students and my community deserve the same 
health protections as those living in metropolitan NSW. Regional communities should 
not be used as sites to bear the risks of waste produced elsewhere. This project places 
the environment, health and economic risks of Sydney’s waste onto our regional 
community that has not asked for it and does not benefit from it.  

I respectfully request that the committee reject the approval of the Parkes Energy from 
Waste Incinerator and instead support sustainable waste solutions that prioritise waste 
reduction, reuse and recycling initiatives and innovation that protects agricultural 
regions rather than threatens them 

Our children and our land deserve better. 

Sincerely, 

 
Wendy Rix 
Bogan Gate/Parkes, NSW 

 


