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My name is John Sanderson I was born and raised in Parkes… as was my father, grandparents and 

children. 

I am very concerned about the potential for the waste incinerator to be built in Parkes.  My concerns 

are primarily in relation to Terms of Reference B, D, E, F and J and are set out below: 

 

(b) the spread of the emissions predicted and the quality of emissions to be generated: 

In Parkes, our winds predominantly blow into the town from the west and the south-west. Due to 

the proposed location of the facility, emissions produced will blow directly into our town where most 

of our population lives.  

 

(d) Impact on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater harvesting and 

soil contamination. 

Some rural residents are not connected to town water; and many town residents have installed 

rainwater tanks due to Council building permit requirements or the taste of the Parkes town water.  

These residents use rainwater for drinking, cooking and bathing, should emissions contaminate roof 

catchments then they could be directly ingested by those families.  

Should these residents be concerned over potential pollution, then they would need to change to 

bottled water, increasing the cost of living for those affected. 

The local Goobang / Billabong Creek system lies directly in the path of the prevailing winds from the 

incinerator.  Also rainwater run-off from the town and a large surrounding area runs back to this 

creek system.  The creeks further report to the Lachlan River system. Many farms along these creeks 

and rivers are used by farmers to irrigate fruit, vegetable and cereal crops and communities use the 

water for town water and it is my concern that the wider community could be affected by the 

consumption of this food. 

Due to the time it takes to directly link health conditions to a source of pollution, it is my concern 

that our young people could be exposed over a long period of time resulting in significant health 

impacts.  The decision-makers now in power will have passed on and the people currently holding 

those positions will not be held responsible for the decisions of those who came before them should 

this occur. 

(e) the impact on agriculture local and across the wider region 

Parkes and our surrounding agricultural areas are part of our food bowl… we produce grain, meat, 

fruit and vegetables for our wider Australian and international community.  Should there be concerns 

around pollutants, then our local farmers, the backbone of our community, may not be able to sell 

their products resulting in devastation on families that have lived in our community, sometimes 

passing properties down from generation to generation. 

(f) alterations to the Parkes Special Activation Precinct specifically in relation to the proposed 

Energy Recovery Facility in that region. 

The Special Activation Precinct was originally reported to primarily be an agricultural hub, allowing 

local producers to quickly and efficiently move products from central NSW to major cities. Now the 

original purpose upon which the approval was based appears to have completely turned around.  



It also appears that the changes have been made a long time ago and deliberately under secrecy, 

originally reporting to the community that a recycling facility would be built, not an incinerator.  My 

current concern in this regard is … is it too late to have the decision reversed, and the public not 

given their fair chance to object to the project? 

When reviewing social media, the only people who seem to be in support of the project are people 

who have already profited, or a small number of people who could potentially profit from it in the 

future. Feelings are strong with some people stating that they will leave town if the incinerator is 

approved and some regret relocating to Parkes or building properties in the town. 

I also wonder if the Precinct may be in jeopardy due to concerns over pollution? For example food, 

beverage, health, pharmaceutical, or beauty products (to name a few) would surely not want to be 

associated with a town suspected to be polluted. In fact, a pet food factory was built in the zone; a 

question I have is would Masterpet have built there had the current purpose of the Precinct have 

been known? And during the application process did any officials undertake their due diligence and 

inform that company of the proposed incinerator?  

 

(j) Other related matters 

Upon undertaking research on other communities where incinerators have been constructed, 

significant odour, pest and vermin issues have been introduced.  

Parkes residents do experience the odd cockroach, however Sydney has a significant cockroach 

problem and it would be expected that rubbish transported would carry a lot of cockroaches and 

infest our homes. 

Residents of towns where incinerators have been introduced describe the odours as a “vile stench”; 

these odours would be blown across the town on most days due to prevailing winds. Furthermore, 

should odour become a problem our famous Elvis Festival could be in jeopardy. In turn, many small 

businesses that rely on the income generated during the Elvis Festival may not survive, some 

businesses have stated to me that the only way they stay open is due to this festival. 

It is very difficult for country towns to attract Doctors, Dentists or other skilled people to town, I fear 

that the known or perceived health hazards of these incinerators would deter essential workers from 

relocating their families to our community. Furthermore, current specialists may leave to relocate 

their families to a safer environment should the incinerator be approved.  

 

I have seen people on social media stating they regret moving to Parkes, building homes in Parkes 

and that if the incinerator is approved they will leave the town.  

I feel sorry for future generations who will be exposed to the pollution and the ramifications on their 

health, and am afraid of impacts of the associated odours will have on our town, Parkes will surely be 

severely impacted, who wants to live in a town that smells like garbage? 

 


