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Submission: Parkes Waste Recovery Project 

Submitted by: Taliah Read 
Proud Wiradjuri Woman – Upper Bogan River Country 
Resident of Peak Hill, NSW 

My name is Taliah Read, and I am a proud Wiradjuri woman and mother from Upper 
Bogan River Country. I have one daughter, and my family parents, siblings, nieces, 
nephews, and extended relatives live in Peak Hill. I work as a lifeguard at the local pool 
and am actively involved in our community. 

My family and I have a deep connection to the land and water around Peak Hill. We 
swim in the local pool and spend time along the Bogan River fishing, celebrating culture, 
and caring for the birds, fish, and wildlife. We also rely on the town’s rainwater tanks and 
local water systems. With the proposed waste incinerator, I am deeply concerned about 
how it could affect the health and safety of these waters, and the cultural areas 
where we gather. 

I ask: 

• What baseline testing will be done to ensure our cultural areas, waterways, and 
community spaces are safe before, during, and after the project? 

• Who will be responsible for any future health issues caused by pollution from the 
incinerator, including impacts on children and grandchildren? 

• What risks could arise for my daughter’s generation when they decide to have 
children of their own, including birth defects, miscarriage, or other reproductive 
health concerns? 

I am extremely concerned about the lack of consultation with Aboriginal Traditional 
Owners. No proper consultation has been carried out by Parkes Shire Council, which is 
a clear violation of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW). For years, the Parkes 
Shire Aboriginal Project Officer worked with our community, yet she was never informed 
about this project so she could bring this information to our people. Now the Council is 
rushing a meeting on 30th October, the day before submissions close, just to tick a box. 
This is disrespectful and tokenistic, and it ignores the rights of Wiradjuri people to be 
involved in decisions about our land and water. 

I demand that baseline environmental and cultural testing be conducted 
immediately in all areas that could be impacted, including water, soil, and sites of 
cultural significance. I also request that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
process be paused until a full, independent inquiry is conducted and Traditional 
Owners are genuinely consulted. 



We have cared for this Country for thousands of years, and we continue to do so. The 
future of our children, our water, our cultural areas, and our health depends on proper 
protections, accountability, and respect for our rights. 

Sincerely, 
Taliah Read 
Proud Wiradjuri Woman 
Peak Hill, NSW 

 


