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Submission: Opposition to the Proposed Parkes Energy Recovery (EfW) Facility 
From: Narella McKellar, Resident of Parkes, NSW 

My name is Narella McKellar, I am 18 years old, and I have just finished Year 12 in 
Trundle, in farming country and now living here in Parkes. I am a proud Aboriginal 
woman from Bourke, of the Wangkumara people. 

I am writing this submission because I am strongly opposed to the proposed Parkes 
Energy Recovery (EfW) Facility. This project has caused a lot of fear and uncertainty 
for people in my community especially for young people like me who are just starting 
our adult lives. 

No Consultation 

There has been no community consultation about this project. The people of Parkes 
and the surrounding areas haven’t been given a proper chance to understand what’s 
being planned or to have a say in how it will affect us. Decisions are being made about 
our future, without our voices being heard. 

My Concerns as a Young Person 

I have a heart murmur, and air quality is something I need to take seriously for my 
health. The idea of living near a facility that releases emissions, odours, and fine 
particles into the air makes me extremely anxious. If this project goes ahead, how will 
people like me who already have medical conditions stay safe? 

I also think about my future and the future of people my age. What kind of life will we 
have with a waste incinerator at our doorstep? 

• Will it be safe to raise a family here? 

• Could there be pregnancy or birth risks caused by pollution and poor air 
quality? 

• Will people want to move here if Parkes becomes known as a town with an 
incinerator? 

• Will housing, jobs, and tourism suffer as a result? 

Parkes should be growing in positive ways creating opportunities for young people, not 
putting our health and future at risk. 

Impact on Our Community and Land 

This project threatens the air, water, and land that our families rely on. I have seen how 
hard farmers and locals work to keep our region healthy and sustainable. The idea of 
toxic emissions, contaminated soil, or impacts on water systems is not something any 



of us should have to accept. Once damage is done to the environment, it cannot easily 
be undone. 

My Questions and Recommendations 

1. Why weren’t local residents, especially young people, consulted before this 
proposal was put forward? 

2. What studies have been done on long-term health effects, including risks for 
children, pregnant women, and people with medical conditions like mine? 

3. How will this affect Parkes’ future its jobs, housing, and community growth? 

4. Why aren’t cleaner and safer waste options being considered instead? 

I believe the project should be stopped until proper, independent assessments and 
true community consultation are carried out. The people who live here deserve to 
have their voices heard, not ignored. 

Closing Statement 

As a young Aboriginal woman just finishing school and starting out in life, I want to 
believe that my hometown has a future I can be proud of a future that is healthy, safe, 
and full of opportunity. I shouldn’t have to worry about whether the air I breathe or the 
water I drink could harm me or my future family. 

The Parkes Energy Recovery Facility is not the kind of legacy we want for the next 
generation. I urge the decision-makers to listen to the people of Parkes especially its 
youth before moving forward with a project that could change our lives and our land 
forever. 

Sincerely, 
Narella McKellar 
Wangkumara Woman 
Resident of Parkes, NSW 


