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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I am writing to lodge my formal objection to the above application by Veolia Environmental 
Services (Australia) Pty Ltd for the proposed waste-to-energy incinerator at the Woodlawn Eco 
Precinct near Tarago. 

 

I object on the following grounds: 

 

Risk of fallout of toxic ash and contamination of drinking water 

My household relies entirely on rainwater collected from our roof for our drinking and household 
uses. The proposed incinerator raises a serious risk that fine particulate ash containing heavy 
metals, dioxins, furans or other persistent organic pollutants could settle on roofs or other surfaces 
and enter our rainwater tank system. Once in the tank, these toxins may be very difficult or 
impossible to remove. The proposal does not provide me with confidence that this risk is 
adequately addressed. 

 

Soil, environment and agricultural risk 

Airborne contaminants do not just disappear — they settle into soils, creeks and pastures. In this 
rural region, many residents (including myself) grow food, keep small livestock or use the land 
intimately. The possibility of accumulation of toxins in the soil, plants or groundwater threatens 
our health, our livelihoods and the ecological integrity of this area. 

 

Offensive odour and degraded amenity 

Even putting aside long-term chemical risks, the increase in odour, dust and traffic associated with 
the facility would degrade the amenity of our home and the wider community. We chose to live 
here for the clean rural environment and the freedom to drink from our tank, grow our own food, 
and breathe clean air. This proposal undermines that. 

 

Precautionary principle & community impact 

The inevitable uncertainty about long-term emissions, ash disposal, leachate management and 
monitoring mean that the precautionary principle should apply. The short-term benefits purported 
by the applicant do not outweigh the potential for irreversible harm to the environment, our health 
and our water supply. The proposal is out of step with the values of our community, which values 
safe water, soil and air, and sustainable land use. 

 

For these reasons, I urge the decision-maker to refuse Application SSD-21184278 in its current 
form. The risks to our drinking water supply (via rainwater collection), soil health, rural amenity 
and surrounding environment are too great. 

 

Thank you for considering my concerns. 


