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I have lived at Trewilga since 2000 and own my home here. My property 
is a small but productive piece of land where I have laying chickens, an 
established vegetable garden, and a range of mature fruit trees. Our 
household relies heavily on what we grow and produce ourselves, and 
like many rural residents, we rely on rainwater catchment for our drinking 
water. 

My daughter was born at Parkes Hospital and has grown up enjoying the 
clean, open environment our region offers — including the wonderful 
grass sporting fields in Parkes. This area is known for its healthy 
lifestyle, clean air, and productive farmland. It is a place where people 
work hard to maintain self-sufficiency and sustainability, values that 
should be supported — not threatened. 

I am strongly opposed to the proposed Energy from Waste incinerator 
near Parkes. I cannot understand why a clean, healthy, food-producing 
rural area is being targeted to deal with Sydney’s waste problems. Why 
should regional communities like ours pay the price for urban waste 
mismanagement, especially when the likely outcome is contamination of 
our air, water, and soil with harmful pollutants such as dioxins, furans, 
PFAS and other Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)? 

Incineration should be an absolute last resort, not the first option for 
waste management. We should be prioritising healthier and safer 
alternatives such as waste reduction, recycling, composting, and circular 
economy initiatives that create jobs without risking the health of people 
and the environment. 

Another major concern is the toxic ash that results from incineration. 
What happens to this ash from the proposed facility? It will undoubtedly 
contain concentrated toxins. How can anyone guarantee that it will be 
safely contained and disposed of, particularly in an area that depends on 
farming and groundwater? 



I also question the adequacy of proposed environmental testing. What 
baseline testing will be done before the project begins, and what is the 
plan for ongoing monitoring? I have been told that testing would occur 
only onsite — that is not good enough. With predicted emissions 
spreading through the air and potentially into water and soil, testing must 
be independent, broad, offsite and ongoing. It must include air, water, 
and soil sampling across multiple locations in the surrounding areas. 

Our farming community is the backbone of this region and a vital part 
of Australia’s food and fibre supply. Contamination — or even the 
perception of contamination — could have devastating effects on our 
ability to produce clean, safe meat, grain, and wool, not just for local 
consumption but also for export markets. Once consumer confidence is 
lost, it cannot easily be regained. 

If this incinerator proceeds, what will happen to Parkes and 
surrounding smaller communities when the farming sector and rural 
land values collapse due to pollution concerns? The long-term social 
and economic impacts on regional towns could be catastrophic. 

I also request of the committee to stop the NSW Govt from any further 
planning or construction on EfW incinerators until the outcomes of the 
Inquiry are addressed. 

I urge the Inquiry to reject the proposal for an Energy from Waste 
incinerator in the Parkes area and to prioritise clean, sustainable, and 
community-safe alternatives for waste management. Our health, our 
water, our soil, and our future food security are far too important to risk. 

Sincerely, 
 
Deb Fay 
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