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Submission: Opposition to Proposed Waste Development in Parkes 
From: Cathy Angrave, Resident of Parkes for 27 Years 

My name is Cathy Angrave. I am 65 years old and have proudly lived in Parkes for the 
past 27 years. I’m a mother of five, a grandmother to 14, and a great-grandmother to six. 
Some of my family live here in Parkes, while others visit often. Like many residents, I 
moved to Parkes for the lifestyle the clean air, fresh water, open space, and a strong, 
caring community. These are not luxuries; they are essentials for our health, our 
families, our future. 

I am deeply concerned about the serious risks this waste project poses to our 
environment, our health, and our way of life. 

Several of my family members suffer from asthma, and I have friends currently battling 
cancer. Introducing any kind of hazardous or toxic waste near our homes, farms, and 
schools is dangerous and unacceptable. We know these projects pose health risks – 
they are harmful to everyone, especially the vulnerable. 

I am coming into retirement and had hoped to spend this time gardening, walking in 
nature, enjoying time with friends and family, and growing my own food. But now I can’t 
even safely grow vegetables or enjoy local produce. I know people whose bees have 
disappeared, and others who can’t safely eat meat or eggs from their own chickens. 
This is heartbreaking. 

Our land and water support more than just lifestyle they support farming, jobs, food, 
and the health of the entire community. What will happen to our local farmers? Who will 
support them if their land is impacted, their livestock harmed, or their crops fail due to 
contamination? Who will compensate them when they lose their income? 

There are also serious concerns about mental health. The uncertainty, the fear, and the 
lack of support will push people to breaking point. Where will we go for medical and 
psychological help? Our healthcare services are already stretched thin this will only 
make things worse. Emergency services and teachers are already hard to keep in rural 
areas adding a toxic facility will only drive more people away. 

One of the most upsetting things is the complete lack of proper consultation. As a long-
term community member, I was never approached or informed about this. If it was 
mentioned, it was hidden – and that is not acceptable. We deserve transparency and a 
real say in decisions that will affect generations. 

Parkes is not just a dot on a map it is our home. My family works here, lives here, and 
has roots here. But if this goes ahead, we will seriously consider leaving. That breaks my 
heart, but our health and safety come first. 



I strongly urge you to listen to the voices of the people who live here  not just the 
developers or outsiders. Protect what makes Parkes special. Don’t sacrifice our land, 
our water, our health, and our community for a project that brings risk, not benefit. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Angrave 
Parkes Resident for 27 Years 
Mother, Grandmother, Great-grandmother 

 


