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Introduction 

My name is Dianne Brooke, and I am a long-term resident of Parkes. My partner and I 
have five children and eight grandchildren, and both of our parents also live here. For 
the past 32 years, we have owned and operated a local tyre retail business in Parkes. 

Our roots run deep in this community our family, our work, and our lives are here. We 
care about Parkes, the people, and the environment that sustains us. That is why I am 
writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Parkes Waste / Energy 
Recovery Facility. 

Lack of Information and Community Consultation 

From the very beginning, there has been a lack of clear information and community 
consultation regarding the Special Activation Precinct (SAP) and the proposed waste 
facility. It felt like the decision had already been made before the community was ever 
informed. 

People in and around Parkes have a right to know what is being planned for their region 
especially something that poses serious environmental and health risks. The way this 
has been handled has left many residents feeling ignored, confused, and frustrated. 

Questions: 

• Why were local residents not properly informed about the SAP and its 
connection to this waste facility? 

• When and how was the community given the opportunity to have genuine input 
into this decision? 

• Why is such a facility being considered for a regional, agricultural area rather 
than in the city that produces the waste? 

Recommendations: 

• The NSW Government and Parkes Shire Council should suspend all progress on 
this proposal until genuine, transparent consultation has taken place with the 
local community. 

• All project documents, environmental impact statements, and risk assessments 
should be made publicly accessible in plain language. 

 



Environmental and Health Concerns 

It makes no sense to bring in Sydney’s garbage and call it “environmentally friendly.” 
Parkes and the surrounding region are farming communities, where clean air, healthy 
soil, and safe water are vital. 

Burning waste, no matter how it’s presented, creates pollution and toxic by-products. 
It risks contaminating the land, water, and air that our farmers, families, and businesses 
rely on. 

We live here because we want to breathe clean air, raise our families in a healthy 
environment, and protect the land that feeds us. The idea of an industrial incinerator 
operating near our homes and farms goes against everything regional living stands for. 

Questions: 

• What independent studies have been done on air quality, emissions, and long-
term health impacts? 

• How will pollution be monitored, and will the results be shared with the public in 
real time? 

• What plans are in place if emissions exceed safe levels or if contamination 
occurs? 

Recommendations: 

• Invest in waste reduction and recycling solutions at the source, rather than 
creating toxic “end-of-line” fixes. 

• Implement education and policy programs that reduce waste generation in the 
first place. 

• Conduct a full environmental and health impact assessment with genuine 
public oversight. 

Social and Community Impacts 

This proposal is already causing distress and division in the Parkes community. People 
feel disrespected and disregarded. Families are worried about what this will mean for 
their health, property values, and the future of their town. 

For some, like us, the idea of having to move away from the community we’ve built 
over decades has even been discussed and that’s heartbreaking. No one should feel 
pushed out of their home because of government or corporate decisions made without 
their input. 

Questions: 



• What assessments have been done on the social and mental health impacts of 
this project? 

• How will authorities support residents whose homes or livelihoods are affected? 

Recommendations: 

• Conduct a social impact assessment that includes local business owners, 
families, and farming communities. 

• Provide clear compensation and relocation support for anyone whose 
property or quality of life is directly impacted. 

• Establish an independent community oversight body to ensure accountability 
and transparency. 

Economic and Regional Concerns 

For over three decades, my family has invested in this town through our business. Many 
others have done the same. We are proud to live, work, and employ locals here. 

This project threatens that stability. Facilities like these can drive people and 
businesses away, reducing local property values and damaging Parkes’ reputation as a 
safe, clean, and welcoming rural town. 

If this facility is truly “so good,” as we are told, then why not keep it in Sydney the city 
that creates the waste and has the infrastructure to manage it? 

Recommendations: 

• Protect regional communities by banning large-scale waste incineration 
facilities in agricultural areas. 

• Develop local circular economy initiatives that create regional jobs through 
recycling and resource recovery, not pollution. 

• Support small business resilience and community growth, rather than 
introducing projects that divide and endanger them. 

Conclusion 

In my view, nowhere in Australia needs or wants these waste incinerators. They are 
toxic solutions to a problem that should be addressed at the start by reducing waste 
generation, improving recycling, and changing how we consume and dispose of 
materials. 

The Parkes community deserves respect, transparency, and a say in decisions that 
affect our future. This project does not reflect that. It goes against the values of country 
living clean air, open land, community connection, and care for the environment. 



I urge the NSW Government, Parkes Shire Council, and Parkes Energy Recovery 
Project to reconsider and withdraw this proposal. Our community deserves better, 
safer, and smarter solutions for waste management. 

Sincerely, 
Dianne Brooke 
Parkes Resident & Local Business Owner 

 


