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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Proposed Energy from Waste
Facilities in Regional NSW

Subject: Strong Opposition to Proposed Energy from Waste Incineration Facilities in
Regional NSW

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the establishment of any Energy from Waste
(EfW) incineration facilities in regional New South Wales or anywhere in Australia. Such
projects are not a sustainable or responsible solution to our growing waste crisis. Instead of
burning waste, we must focus on reducing waste at its source and holding producers,
manufacturers, and retailers accountable for the full life cycle of their products.

The Core Problem: Our Waste System Encourages Waste Creation

The issue we face is not simply what to do with waste, but why we have so much of it in the
first place. Current systems allow companies to produce excessive packaging and products
with no regard for their end-of-life impact. Consumers and local councils are left to manage
the consequences — filling landfills or now, under these proposals, burning waste, which
releases harmful emissions and destroys valuable materials.

Producer Responsibility Is the Key

The most important step in tackling our waste problem is to make producers, manufacturers,
and sellers legally responsible for what happens to their products and packaging once they
reach the end of their life.

This means:

o Implementing strong Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and Product
Stewardship laws that require companies to design for reuse, recyclability, and
durability.

« Mandating environmentally responsible packaging, eliminating unnecessary plastics,
and requiring full recyclability or compostability.

o Setting up systems that ensure producers take back or pay for the recycling of their
products.

Such policies drive innovation and significantly reduce the amount of waste entering our
system in the first place.

We must return to the principles of the waste hierarchy:

Reduce — Prevent waste generation at the source.

Reuse — Encourage repair, repurposing, and circular product systems.
Recycle — Efficiently separate and recover valuable materials.
Recover — Only as a last resort, and never through incineration.
Dispose — Landfill for what truly cannot be processed otherwise.
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Building incinerators locks us into a linear, wasteful system. Once built, these facilities
require a constant feed of waste to remain viable, creating a perverse incentive to keep
producing and burning materials that could otherwise be recycled or reused.
Environmental and Health Risks

Environmental and Health Risks
EfW incinerators release pollutants, including dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particulate
matter, which pose serious health risks to nearby communities and ecosystems. They also



emit greenhouse gases, undermining Australia’s commitments to reduce carbon emissions.
Regional NSW should not become the dumping or burning ground for urban waste.

The future of waste management in NSW must be circular, clean, and just - not one that relies
on incineration.

We need legislation that enforces responsibility on producers and sellers, drives reduction
and recycling, and supports the development of truly sustainable materials.

No incinerators for NSW. No incinerators for Australia.
Let’s build a future where we make less waste, not more ways to destroy it.
Sincerely,

Susanne Schneider



