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Submission to Parkes Shire Council - Waste Incinerator Proposal
From: Judith Barter, aged 84, resident of Parkes for 64 years

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Judith Barter. | am 84 years old and have proudly lived in Parkes for the past
64 years. | was born and raised in Peak Hill, in a hardworking farming family, and have
always had a deep connection to the land and our local community.

| am deeply concerned and saddened by the proposal to build a waste incinerator in
Parkes. It is hard for me to understand why a regional community like ours is being
chosen for such a project when larger metropolitan areas like Sydney are not being
considered. Why is this being placed on us?

My late husband and | ran a successful local business in Parkes for over 50 years. We
supported farmers, emergency service workers, families, and people from all walks of
life. We built our lives here because Parkes has always been a clean, beautiful, and
caring community an ideal place to raise a family and grow old with dignity.

Now, in my retirement, | find myself having to fight for the right to live in a healthy
environment. At this stage of life, | should be enjoying my garden, attending my
grandchildren’s sporting events, and sharing positive stories with my farming friends not
worrying about their mental health or mine, or fearing for the future of our town.

| still maintain a vegetable garden at home. It brings me joy, independence, and peace. |
have friends that raise chooks for fresh eggs and grow much of their own food not just to
save money, but because | value knowing exactly what goes into what | eat. | also rely on
rainwater tanks for household use, just like many others in the region. If this incinerator

is built, and toxic particles settle onto our rooftops and gardens, how can we safely use

our water or continue to grow food?

| also care for native plants and tend to flowers that attract bees the kind of small, daily
acts that support the local ecosystem and bring life into our backyards. But bees are
highly sensitive to air pollution and toxins. If they disappear, we lose more than honey
we lose a vital part of our food system and biodiversity.

Who will be held accountable if people begin to suffer mentally and physically as a
result of this project? What happens when local farmers walk off the land because
pollution threatens their livelihoods and generational farms become unsellable? Who
will compensate for the loss of land value, or the ongoing mental health care many will
need? And where will that care come from if our medical professionals and workers
leave Parkes due to the incinerator?

This project threatens the heart of our community. Agriculture is a backbone of our
economy. Shops and services that depend on farming are already struggling. Why isn’t



the Parkes Council doing more to support farmers and small businesses, instead of
backing large industrial projects like this?

I have four children, ten grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren with two more on the
way. Most of them live in Parkes or nearby, while others visit often. They are farmers,
small business owners, and community contributors. One of my children owns a larger
business in town, employing many locals. Some of them have told me they would
consider leaving Parkes if the incinerator goes ahead.

| am at a pointin my life where | may soon require full-time care. What happens if my
family is forced to move away, and | am left here alone, with no way to go with them?
With a heart condition, how can | possibly live with increased air pollution? Does my
health and the health of others like me not matter to the Council? Am | less important
now because | am older?

My husband of 64 years is buried in Parkes. This town is our home our legacy. We helped
build it into what itis. | am begging you to consider the real people who live here people
like me and my family before allowing this project to move forward.

Please, protect our health, our farms, our businesses, and our future.

Sincerely,

Judith Barter

Parkes resident — 64 years

Peak Hill-born farmer’s daughter

Wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother
Concerned citizen



