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Submission: Objection to the Proposed Waste Incinerator in Parkes Shire 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Kay Newbigging. I was raised on a mixed farming property and, after living 
in Sydney and Melbourne for some time, I made the deliberate decision to return to 
Parkes to enjoy the clean, green, country lifestyle. I worked in real estate in Parkes for 24 
years, and now, in retirement, I continue to run cattle and farm my own property. 

I am writing to express my strong objection to the proposed waste-to-energy 
incinerator in Parkes Shire. This project poses serious risks to the environment, to 
human and animal health, and to the reputation, economy, and liveability of the Parkes 
region. 

Soil and Water Contamination 

One of my biggest concerns is the risk of contamination to soil and water sources. As 
a farmer, I rely on clean soil to raise healthy livestock. If land becomes contaminated 
whether through air fallout, water runoff, or waste residue it becomes unsuitable for 
food production. That directly threatens not only my livelihood, but also the viability of 
Parkes as part of Australia's major food bowl. 

Our rivers, dams, and rainwater tanks are all interconnected. Any contamination 
would be near impossible to fully contain. Once pollution enters our water systems, the 
damage is long-lasting and far-reaching. 

Reputation and Market Confidence 

Parkes has worked hard to build a reputation as a clean, green agricultural hub. 
Introducing a large-scale waste incinerator into this environment puts that reputation at 
risk. There is a very real possibility that stock or produce from this region will no 
longer be seen as safe, especially by interstate and international markets. 

This will have a devastating impact on our agricultural economy, as well as the many 
businesses large and small who rely on Parkes being a desirable, healthy place to live 
and work. 

Air Quality, Lifestyle, and Mental Health 

People live in Parkes for the clear skies, fresh air, and peaceful lifestyle. We are now 
being asked to trade that for pollution, industrial activity, and uncertainty. This will affect 
not just our physical health, but our mental health, too. Living under the constant cloud 
of potential contamination is a heavy burden for any community to bear. 

We are particularly concerned about the long-term health effects not just for us, but 
for future generations. Even if this incinerator meets current EPA standards, there is no 



guarantee that in 10 or 20 years we won't learn those standards were inadequate. By 
then, the damage may already be done. 

Declining Property Values and Economic Stagnation 

In my years working in real estate, I saw how important confidence in a region is to 
maintaining property values. If the incinerator goes ahead, we can expect to see rural 
and residential property values fall. Investors will hesitate. Developers will look 
elsewhere. Families will think twice about settling here. 

This also affects the future of the Parkes Special Activation Precinct (SAP). Who will 
want to establish new, clean industries in a town overshadowed by the stigma of an 
incinerator? 

Already, we’re seeing signs of the Parkes CBD suffering, and this will only get worse if 
the region becomes associated with industrial waste. 

Environmental Injustice and Lack of Consultation 

It is extremely concerning that this type of facility has been banned in Sydney and other 
urban areas due to health risks, yet somehow it is acceptable to build it in Parkes. This 
is a clear example of environmental injustice, shifting the burden from city 
populations to rural communities with less political influence. 

To make matters worse, there has been a lack of genuine community consultation. 
Many residents still don’t fully understand what’s being proposed or the risks involved. 
Where will the incinerator’s residue and by-products be dumped? What happens in the 
event of a failure or leak? 

Recommendations for Real Solutions 

If the true goal is reducing landfill, then we should be looking at real, long-term 
solutions, such as: 

• Stronger legislation for recycling and waste reduction. 

• The complete discontinuation of plastic bags and packaging in supermarkets. 

• Government funding for innovative recycling industries to process materials 
safely and sustainably here in Australia. 

Burning waste should not be our answer. It’s outdated, polluting, and short-sighted. 

In Conclusion 

Parkes has the opportunity to be a leader in clean agriculture, sustainable living, and 
innovation. But this incinerator puts all of that at risk. As someone who has lived and 
worked in this region for decades, I urge decision-makers to put our health, land, and 
future first. 



Please reject this proposal and protect what makes Parkes a place we’re proud to call 
home. 

Sincerely, 
Kay Newbigging 
Farmer and Retired Real Estate Agent 
Parkes Shire Resident 

 


