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NSW Parliamentary inquiry into
WASTE TO ENERGY
WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY

With the deadline to Net zero fast approaching, this is not the time nor the place to be debating
Waste to Energy. Large urban areas are growing without adequate waste management planning
or infrastructure. Landfills are fast reaching capacity and governments should focus on reducing
and avoiding waste rather than continuing to send valuable resources to landfill, or worse
incineration. The life of existing landfills could be extended, giving more time to locate new
disposal sites.

While many landlocked European cities rely on waste incineration, they generally have well
developed programs to segregate and recycle (unlike Australia).

Main issues:-

1.

Incineration of waste is inefficient — Low electricity output & high energy consumption.
Waste to Energy is far more polluting than Natural gas and should not even be considered
as a renewable source of electricity. Australia is one of the hottest and driest continents
and this should preclude the use of high temp incinerators as they cannot operate safely
when ambient temperatures exceed 40 degrees. Incinerators oversees are known to catch
fire and if these systems are sited in rural areas local emergency services (particularly
HAZMAT) would be unable to manage such incidents. They also require extremely large
volumes of high-quality water for steam generation, and Climate Change is making rainfall
far less reliable. The problems with this technology far exceed any perceived advantage.
They generate noise and dust 24 hours a day, while the ash from the furnace concentrates
toxins and heavy metals that still require special disposal. Contamination of agricultural
land, water and air has been documented in other countries.

Privatisation of waste management- Private companies are motivated by profit and not the
environment or public health. They see increasing waste generation as good for the bottom
line. There is no incentive to reduce waste!! The dismantling of the Metropolitan Waste
Management Authority in the 1980’s was a very poor decision as it previously provided
impartial, qualified planning, and implementation of well-coordinated programs not
motivated by profit.

Plastic manufacture - Profits are driven by increasing production. Over 80% of the plastics
manufactured in Australia are NOT recycled and are either incinerated or buried. A disposal
tax should be imposed to force these companies to only manufacture materials that can be
recycled and the companies should be required to collect and recycle their own plastics!
Plastics form more than 50% of the household garbage currently going to landfill.
Incinerating such waste not only produces toxic emissions but breaks the circular economy.
| imagine oil companies have a significant interest in plastic manufacture....



4. Culture — The Australian public are not motivated to reduce waste. Neither the government,
media nor industry are making a concerted effort to influence public misconception about
waste. The media have been feeding misinformation about the need to abandon landfill for
many years and it's probably being promoted by the Waste to Energy lobby. Waste audits
should be conducted to reveal the true compositions of municipal household waste.

5. Landfill has been the preferred waste disposal method in Australia for Millenia. We have an
abundance of disused open cut mines often with existing transport infrastructure (eg.
Woodlawn Mine). Properly planned, managed landfill remains a safe and effective method
of waste disposal. Landfill also provides an opportunity for mine rehabilitation (seriously
lacking in Australia)

Waste to Energy is really just incineration in disguise. These systems are expensive to construct
and operate and not a quick fix. Nor do they address the main issues of waste reduction,
segregation, minimisation and recycling which can provide long-term benefits to the environment
and the economy. Investors in many countries are abandoning such technology where the
introduction of a carbon tax makes incineration uneconomic. Every site where these incinerators
are proposed generates unbelievable community anxiety and stress (as we experienced in
Bungonia 4 years ago) and | urge the NSW Parliament to ban these systems. Australia is gifted
with more solar and wind power than any other country, so we don’t need to resort to expensive,
complex technology to generate power.



