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My name is Hannah Webb, I grew up on a farm west of Parkes, and I'm writing to express my
firm opposition to the proposed Energy from Waste facilities in Regional NSW. The implications
of this project suggest that there will be severe environmental, psychological and social impacts on
Parkes Shire and surrounding communities.

The environmental impacts of the pollutants caused by burning waste are significant and long
lasting. Waste to energy incineration produces greenhouse gases and toxic pollutants such as
particulate matters and carbon monoxide, as well as toxic chemicals such as nitrogen oxides, sulfur
dioxide and heavy metals. These contaminants can travel long distances, contaminating soil, water
and food sources. Parkes is surrounded by agricultural land which supports local livelihoods and
regional food production. Even mild contamination of the soil and water in the area could have
severe economic and environmental consequences. This project risks undoing years of progress
made in NSW in reducing emissions and protecting the natural ecosystems. Waste incineration is
not renewable energy, it may generate short-term power, but it discourages research towards
cleaner alternatives and ensures long-term adverse effects on the environment.

The potential impacts on the physical health of the community is just as concerning as the
environmental. Particulate matter and other airborne toxins have been linked with severe health
issues such as asthma, heart conditions and cancer. Regional communities like Parkes already
struggle with accessing healthcare services, and introducing a facility which will worsen the air
quality puts further strain on the health inequities. Residents of Parkes deserve the right to live in
an environment free of avoidable pollution, and it is not acceptable to sacrifice community well-
being for an industrial convenience.

The proposed project undermines the NSW Government’s own waste hierarchy, which prioritises
reduce, reuse, and recycle over disposal. By investing in large-scale incineration, the government
risks locking councils into long-term contracts that require a steady stream of waste to remain
financially viable. This creates a perverse incentive not to reduce or recycle. Instead, public funding
should be directed towards expanding recycling infrastructure, developing composting programs,
and supporting local circular economy initiatives that reduce waste at the source.



