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Submission – Inquiry into proposed energy from waste facilities

My name is Carmela Limen, and I currently reside in Parkes, NSW. I moved to Parkes five years 
ago not only for my teaching role but also for its rural lifestyle, strong sense of community, and the 
hope of raising a family here. I am a Primary School Teacher at Parkes Christian School, which is 
located approximately 6 kilometres from the proposed site of the Parkes Energy Recovery Facility.

I am writing to oppose the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery (Energy from Waste) facility within 
the Parkes Special Activation Precinct. I urge the committee to carefully consider the following 
points:

As an educator, my primary concern lies with the health and wellbeing of students, staff, and 
families who live, learn, and work within close proximity to the proposed site. Our school 
community spends much of the day outdoors, playing, learning, and participating in sport and 
community activities, meaning students and staff would face greater exposure to emissions carried 
by prevailing winds. Even low levels of fine particulate matter (PM2.5), odours, and gases can 
affect developing lungs, concentration, and long-term health.

At Parkes Christian School, we are fortunate to be located on the outskirts of town, with several 
acres of open space for outdoor learning. This environment is one of our greatest assets, allowing 
children to learn, play, and explore in fresh country air. I am deeply concerned that this will be 
impacted by emissions from the proposed facility due to its close proximity and location downwind 
of the site. As a teacher, it’s difficult to accept the idea that the very air our students breathe each 
day could be compromised.

Children are recognised in environmental planning as “sensitive receptors” those most vulnerable to 
air pollution. International and national guidance clearly advises against locating industrial emission 
sources near schools or hospitals. This is because prolonged exposure, even within regulatory 
limits, has been linked to respiratory issues, reduced attention, and increased anxiety in children. 
These risks should not be normalised or accepted as part of daily school life. 
 
Parkes Christian School, as a K–12 school, has a strong sense of community, with many families 
choosing to keep their children enrolled from Kindergarten through to Year 12. Families choose our 
school for a variety of reasons; our supportive environment, Christian values, dedicated teachers, 
and the sense of belonging that comes from being part of a close-knit community. Our steady 
enrolments reflect the trust families place in our school and in the wider Parkes community as a safe 
and nurturing place for children to grow and learn.

If this project were to proceed, there is concern that while it may bring a temporary influx of 
workers and families to the region, it could also change the fabric and identity of our town. Parkes 
has always been a place of long-term, multi-generational families, people who invest deeply in their 
community. Large-scale industrial developments such as this risk turning Parkes into a transient 
community, with families coming and going as short-term work begins and ends.

As a teacher, I am also concerned about the social and educational impacts this may have on 
children from disrupted friendships and learning continuity to increased pressure on local schools, 
services, and housing. The stability and safety of our community are vital to the wellbeing and 
learning outcomes of our students. If Parkes becomes a transient workforce hub rather than a stable 
regional town, it undermines what makes this place so special to raise and educate children.



This is not the future I want for Parkes, nor for the students and families I teach every day. I 
strongly urge the committee to reject the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery (Energy from Waste) 
facility and to prioritise the long-term health, wellbeing, and future of our community.

I also ask that the Inquiry take meaningful steps to halt the development of Energy from Waste 
facilities across New South Wales until their full environmental, social, and health impacts are 
properly understood. Communities like Parkes should not bear the burden of projects that pose 
long-term risks while offering little local benefit. I urge the committee to explore genuine, 
sustainable alternatives to waste management, solutions that reduce waste at the source, protect 
regional communities, and align with the state’s commitment to a cleaner and healthier future for 
all.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, 
Carmela Limen 
Parkes, NSW


