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Submission: Objection to the Proposed Waste Incinerator in Parkes Shire 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Leah Douglas, and I have proudly called Parkes home for the past 51 years. 
I am a mother of four, a grandmother of eleven, and a great-grandmother to two 
beautiful children. I am now 64 years old and retired, living on a large block where I 
spend much of my time gardening something I love deeply. 

But now, I’m writing with a heavy heart to say that if this incinerator goes ahead, I will be 
forced to leave Parkes the town that has been my home for most of my life. This 
proposal fills me with worry, anger, and sadness. Not just for myself, but for my family, 
my neighbours, and for the future of this town. 

Concerns for Health and Environment 

I grow my own vegetables, collect rainwater, keep chooks, and rely on fresh air and 
clean soil like so many in our community. I am deeply worried about what this 
incinerator will do to our bees, our food supply, and our natural resources. If we lose 
clean water and uncontaminated soil, we lose the ability to grow safe food something 
essential not only for us, but for future generations. 

The health risks to my family and friends are frightening. We are talking about air 
pollution, fine particles, and toxic substances being released close to where people live, 
work, grow food, and go to school. We are not scientists, but we know when something 
doesn’t feel safe and this doesn’t. 

Impact on Farmers and the Town 

This project won’t just affect people like me it will cripple the farming community, who 
will be left with land they can no longer use or sell. How many families will be forced to 
walk away from their farms, their homes, and their livelihoods? What happens to 
Parkes when the land becomes known for waste instead of food production? 

This will also have a huge impact on the local economy. Who will want to move here, 
build businesses here, or raise their families next to a waste incinerator? Parkes will 
suffer. I already see the fear and frustration in conversations with locals and we haven’t 
even seen the worst of it yet. 

Failure of Consultation and Transparency 

I am extremely angry at the lack of consultation by the local council. The little 
information that was shared was “fluffed up” not honest, and not detailed. We were not 
properly informed, and certainly not given a choice. How is it fair to make a decision 
that affects our lives so deeply without even asking us? 



And what about those who can’t leave, like our elderly residents in housing homes? 
Do their health and well-being matter less because they can’t fight back or relocate? 

A Personal Plea 

I have family buried in this town. My roots are here. My memories are here. My life is 
here. Why should I have to leave my loved ones behind so that Sydney can burn its 
waste in my backyard? 

Does my family mean anything to the people making these decisions? Or am I just a 
number when money is on the table? 

I am not against progress but this is not progress. This is a step backwards that risks 
our health, our land, and our community spirit. 

In Closing 

Parkes has always been a strong and caring community. But this proposal puts 
everything we value at risk. I urge you please listen to the people who live here. We 
matter. Our health matters. Our town matters. 

Please reject this proposal, and protect Parkes for the generations still to come. 

Sincerely, 
Leah Douglas 
Parkes Resident for 51 Years 
Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 

 


