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Submission: Opposition to Proposed Parkes Waste Incinerator
From: Geoff Smith, Parkes resident, rail freight worker

Having worked for many years in the rail freight industry here in Parkes, | understand
what moves through our region and the impact it can have. I’'m proud of my job and of
the important role rail plays in connecting communities and industries across New
South Wales. But I’m also deeply concerned about the plan to bring in large volumes of
toxic waste by train for incineration in our town.

Increasing that traffic through Parkes of toxic waste will only create more health and
safety risks for workers, residents, and the environment. There’s also the issue of vermin
around the trains and at the proposed site. These problems, along with pollution and
odour, will devalue land and property and destroy the image of Parkes as a clean, hard-
working regional town.

The health of my family is my top concern. I’ve worked hard my whole life to give them a
safe and secure future, and | don’t want to see that put at risk. Breathing in polluted air
or worrying about contaminated water shouldn’t be part of life in Parkes. Our families
deserve clean air, safe food, and a healthy place to live — not the uncertainty and
danger that come with burning other people’s waste in our backyard.

Another real concern is what this project will do to our local economy and small
businesses. If people start leaving Parkes because they don’t want to live near an
incinerator, it will hurt every part of our community — shops, cafes, tradies, and
services that rely on local support. Small towns survive because people choose to stay,
raise families, and invest here. Once confidence is lost, it’s hard to get it back. On top of
that, there has been little to no proper consultation with the people who actually live
and work here. Many of us feel decisions are being made behind closed doors by
council and government without genuine input from the community that will be most
affected.

It sometimes feels like the health and wellbeing of smaller communities don’t count as
much when big city decisions are made. But our families, our land, and our future
matter just as much as anyone’s.

Parkes deserves better — clean, sustainable industries that create long-term jobs and
support our community, not an incinerator that brings pollution and risk.

Please don’t approve this project. Protect the people, the workers, and the future of
Parkes.

Geoff Smith
Parkes, NSW



