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| am writing to express my deep concern and strong opposition to the proposed
incinerator development in Parkes. My husband and | operate a small but dedicated
farming enterprise located halfway between Forbes and Parkes, where we focus on
breeding Angus/Murray Grey cattle and Thoroughbred racehorses. Our livelihood
depends on maintaining clean, healthy land and animals free from contamination or
chemicalinterference.

Our breeding program places the highest emphasis on animal health, nutrition, and
growth. From birth through to weaning and yearling stages, both our cattle and horses
require quality grain, hay, and rich grazing land to develop properly. For our
Thoroughbred yearlings, time on pasture between training periods is essential it allows
their muscles and bone structure to strengthen naturally, building the strong, fast
athletes capable of covering large distances with endurance and power.

Similarly, our cattle require the same opportunity to grow and mature on natural
pastures. This ensures we can produce the healthiest animals and the best-quality
meat, free from contamination or chemical residues. Our success depends on
maintaining strict standards of environmental purity and animal welfare any risk to that
balance puts our entire operation in jeopardy.

The introduction of an industrial incinerator poses a serious threat to our farm, our
animals, and our community. If there is any fallout, dust, or chemical drift from this
facility even at low levels it could compromise our soil, grazing land, and feed supply.
Such contamination, or even the perception of it, would make it impossible to sell
livestock through the saleyards or export markets, as there are strict withholding
periods and regulations for animals exposed to chemical or industrial by-products.

Our international buyers and trading partners demand absolute confidence in the
purity and safety of our animals. The mere association with an incineration plant could
destroy years of trust and hard work, leading to devastating financial and reputational
losses not only for us but for the broader cattle and equine industries across the Central
West.

We deserve clear answers:

¢ Willthere be any drift or fallout from the proposed incinerator, and how far could
it travel?

¢ What level of risk does this pose to our personal health, livestock, and business
viability?



¢ Who will reassure our buyers, partners, and the international markets if
contamination fears arise?

o If our business and income suffer as a result of this project, who will
compensate us?

Itis deeply concerning that farmers and small landholders were not properly
consulted during this process. Our health, wellbeing, and livelihoods are every bit as
important as those of people in larger urban areas such as Sydney. If incinerators are
being banned in the ACT and withdrawn overseas due to environmental and health
concerns, why is Australia still permitting them to be built in regional communities like
ours?

Our region’s agricultural and equine industries are vital contributors to the local
economy. They rely on the reputation of producing clean, green, and sustainable
livestock. This should not be compromised for short-term industrial development.

| urge decision-makers to reject the proposed incinerator and to protect the health,
environment, and economic integrity of farming families and businesses in the Central
West.

Sincerely,
Helen Dumbrell



