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21 October 2025 
 
 
The Legislative Council 
Select Committee 
Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 
 
To Whom it may concern. 
 
I am here to ask you to take into consideration my 
objections towards allowing an incineration plant to 
operation within the country town of Parkes and 
NSW. Thank you for taking time to set up this 
inquiry and learn about my concerns regarding 
Incineration of rubbish (waste to energy).  
 
I am connected to Parkes by birth and have retired 
after working in the local mine and at other times 
in my youth across Australia in the mining industry. 
My family is connected to Parkes across many 
generations and decided the country feel and 
aspect of Parkes is what keeps us living here. But 
sadly, I feel if the WTE project gets the go ahead 
then I am compilating leaving, selling up and 
hitting the road for safer pastures. I will be sad to 
leave as the Central West region has been our 
family’s home for decades. 
 
I am from the generation where I recall the 
government ran all these campaigns relating to 



healthy living 'Life Be In It', and 'Quit smoking' to 
name two, and banning back yard burning and 
incinerators across Australia, yet here we are 
where the current government want to bring 
incinerators back and run them 24/7-7 days a 
week in my backyard. WHY! These incinerators 
are known to be harmful to health for people, also 
known to cause insidious cancer and even birth 
defects.  How can the government of the day allow 
incinerators with known toxic emissions to operate 
within Australia.  
 
I was disappointed that the citizens of Parkes had 
limited knowledge of this SAP proposal since its 
concept back in 2018-2019. The first I heard or 
read about it was the announcement within the 
Parkes Champion Post (our local newspaper). 
Apparently, the Parkes Chamber of Commerce 
and the Parkes Shire Council held a meeting for 
businesspeople to engage them on the proposal, 
so I was not even aware of the meeting, being 
retired, and it was in the middle of Covid, so who 
in my age bracket would attend in that climate? 
 
Burning plastic and other rubbish is known to 
create toxic bottom ash and fly ash that emits from 
the stack, they are called for ever chemicals 
because they don't break down in the environment 
or water for something like 80 plus years if ever! I 
have since educated myself on the types of 



harmful chemicals that are used to create plastic 
and what harms they create to human health, 
when burnt.  I investigated waste-streams and 
dangerous chemicals within plastics and the types 
that may be in our red rubbish bins. I was 
flabbergasted at how much plastic is out in the 
world doing harm and that they are full of Dioxins 
and furans (forever chemicals).  
 
When viewing the style of the proponents’ plants 
across the world most were aged around 15 years, 
and I was astonished as the proponents tell me it 
is current UpToDate technology. I saw one plant 
closed in Germany because the filter system failed 
and was emitting toxic waste across the farmland, 
hench making it unviable to farm and the 
regulators banned selling their dairy animals and 
banned production of producing milk within their 
farm. They were isolated and put in quarantine for 
fears of toxins after the cows had grazed the land 
close to the incinerator. 
 
I also learnt that most if not all incinerators have 
breached the safe guidelines for their country 
countless times, not just once. Is this called BEST 
WORLD STANDARDS? This is my reason for 
strongly opposing this for NSW and Parkes. We 
have higher world standards this sort of breach will 
have world-wide repercussions on our repetition 
for produce and grains, also will this standing be 



lost when overseas buyers know of a breach, will 
Australians even have faith in our own food source 
being non-toxic?  
 
Far too many question and sadly the public have 
been left to muddle along without proper 
information and consulting has virtually been nil to 
none. I am thankful for this inquiry to help me gain 
further knowledge. 
   
There are so many alternative methods to Reuse, 
repurpose and recycle before disposal. We the 
people of Australia need to look at better 
management of packaging and the wasteful ways 
we have contributed to the over whelming rubbish 
problem. I do believe the NSW Government could 
stand up to ban single use plastics and return the 
country to paper bags and glass bottles as we had 
in my youth to combat plastic, I don't normally 
want to return to past methods but with this issue, 
it was a safer world when plastic wasn't in use. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in my submission 
of opposition to a waste to energy incinerator 
precinct anywhere in New South Wales, but 
especially in Parkes.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Mr Michael O'Malley  


