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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW) 

From: Helen Lee, Parkes Resident 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

My name is Helen Lee. I am 67 years old and have lived in Parkes all my life. I am writing to express my 

strong opposition to the proposed Energy-from-Waste facility in Parkes. 

I am not a farmer myself, but I know many generational farming families who rely on their land for their 

livelihoods. My concerns are for the health of our entire community. These facilities release toxins that 

don’t simply disappear, they build up in our soil, our water, and in our bodies. The uncertainty for the 

generations to come is deeply concerning. 

Our farmers depend on clean air, soil, and water. Even the perception of contamination could cause 

irreversible damage to their farms and their ability to make a living. If contamination were ever detected in 

grain, beef, lamb, vegetables, or dairy products, it could destroy our farming reputation and the livelihoods 

of countless families. Farms cannot simply be rebuilt once that trust is lost. 

No one, including the EPA, can provide a 100% guarantee that the proposed facility will be safe. That should 

be enough to apply the precautionary principle and stop this before it’s too late. 

Over 6,000 people have signed a petition urging Parkes Shire Council to oppose the development. That 

alone should show the level of opposition and the strength of feeling within our community, and it should 

matter. Yet it feels like bureaucrats and politicians are ignoring us simply because our region has a smaller 

population and therefore fewer votes than Sydney. 

The people of Parkes and the surrounding shire have made their position very clear, we do not want this 

facility. If it wasn’t considered safe or appropriate for Sydney, then it’s not safe anywhere. It is unfair for 

thriving regional communities to bear the burden of Sydney’s waste problems simply because we are seen 

as second-class citizens. 

Sydney and other metropolitan areas should be responsible for managing their own waste. Freighting 

hundreds of thousands of tonnes of garbage across the state to burn in Parkes is neither sustainable nor 

ethical. It is a lazy alternative to real solutions such as recycling, composting, and genuine waste-reduction 

programs. Regional areas should not become the dumping ground or “easy fix” for the waste crisis affecting 

Sydney. 

I am proud of my community and the rural values we stand for: hard work, integrity, and good old-

fashioned stewardship of the land. The people of Parkes have said “NO.” The NSW Government should 

respect that and protect regional communities with the same care and consideration as metropolitan ones. 

I respectfully ask the Committee to recommend against the proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste facility 

and uphold the right of regional communities to live in a healthy and sustainable environment. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Helen Lee 


