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Submission - Concerns and Questions Regarding Proposed Waste Incinerator

My name is Lorraine Dargan, and | am a proud Wiradjuri woman of the Upper Bogan
River mob. | am also a mother of four school-age children, one of whom has suffered
severely from asthma and eczema since they were six months old. As a parent and
community member, | am deeply concerned about the proposed waste incinerator
project and what it could mean for the health and wellbeing of our families, our land,
and our future generations.

| want to ask some very important questions that need to be answered before this
project goes any further:

o Why were the Traditional Owners not consulted before decisions were made
or plans were drawn up?

e How does this project respect and protect Wiradjuri cultural heritage, lore, and
Country?

e What guarantees can be given that no contamination air, water, or soil will
impact our people, our food sources, or the Bogan River?

e Has there been any proper health impact assessment done for our small
towns, especially for vulnerable children, Elders, and those with existing health
issues?

e What plans are in place to support our already overstretched local shops,
schools, and medical services if this facility goes ahead?

Our small community is already working hard to stay strong. The added risk of pollution,
health issues, and social stress from a waste incinerator could undo so much of that
effort. We should be building opportunities that support local jobs, clean industries,
and healthy families not projects that endanger our wellbeing.

This land, this river, and this community mean everything to us. We are proud of who we
are and where we come from. | stand with other Wiradjuri people and local families in
saying clearly: we do not need or want an incinerator in our backyard.

| also ask that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process be stopped
immediately until the current inquiry is completed. Continuing with the EIS before
the inquiry finishes would ignore proper process and community consultation. It is only
fair that all findings and community voices especially those of the Wiradjuri Traditional
Owners are heard and respected before any further steps are taken.

| strongly urge the Council and Parkes Waste Recovery to halt the process until proper
consultation with Traditional Owners and the wider community has taken place, and
until there are clear, transparent answers to the questions above.



Thank you for considering my submission.

Yours sincerely,
Lorraine Dargan

Proud Wiradjuri Woman
Upper Bogan River Mob



