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Submission: Opposition to the Proposed Energy from Waste Incinerator — Parkes, NSW

From a Local Business Owner and Community Member

To whom it may concern,

As a local business owner in Parkes whose operations rely heavily on the strength and stability of
our region’s farming and agricultural sectors, I am writing to formally oppose the proposed Energy
from Waste (EfW) incinerator.

1. Risk to Agriculture and Local Economy

Our business exists because of the farming community. Any threat to the land, air, or water systems
that support agriculture directly threatens not just farmers, but every business connected to them
— from suppliers and transport operators to retailers and service providers.

If this incinerator compromises soil quality, contaminates water sources, or affects crop yields, it
will have a devastating ripple effect across the entire local economy. Agriculture is the backbone
of Parkes — if it suffers, so does our town.

2. Unknown Long-Term Environmental Consequences

The long-term impacts of incineration on soil health and water integrity are not well understood,
especially in a regional area like ours that relies on clean, fertile land. Once pollutants enter the
ecosystem, they can remain for decades, absorbed into pastures, crops, and livestock.

No mitigation strategy or “modern technology” can guarantee complete safety. These are
irreversible risks that our community should never be forced to bear — particularly for waste that
is not locally generated.

3. This Project Does Not Serve Our Community’s Needs

The proposed facility does not solve a Parkes problem; it imports waste from outside regions for
processing here. That means our land and our people shoulder the risks, while others reap the
convenience and profit.

Parkes should not become a dumping ground for other regions’ waste. This is not an equitable or
sustainable approach to waste management.

4. The Economic Cost of Environmental Damage



Damage to agricultural productivity or water quality will have a far greater economic impact than
any short-term gain this project promises. Farmers will face losses, local businesses will suffer, and
the reputation of our produce and region could be permanently damaged.

Economic growth should be built on sustainability and community benefit — not at the expense
of it.

5. Lack of Adequate Consultation and Transparency

There has been very limited genuine consultation with local businesses or the agricultural
community regarding this proposal. Stakeholders who will be most affected have been left without
proper information, risk assessments, or input opportunities. That is not acceptable for a project
of this scale and potential consequence.

In Summary

* The incinerator poses unacceptable risks to soil and water quality.

* Local agriculture and all businesses dependent on it will be directly and negatively impacted.

* The project serves outside interests, not the Parkes community.

* The long-term environmental and economic costs outweigh any short-term industrial benefit.

¢ Consultation has been inadequate and dismissive of local concerns.

For these reasons, I strongly oppose the development of the proposed Energy from Waste
incinerator in Parkes, NSW. The risks to our environment, economy, and community are too great
— and our region deserves better.

Respecttully,
Central West Fluid Power Pty Ltd
Local Business Owner

Parkes, NSW



