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My name is Jake Magill and I am proudly a fifth generation farmer and primary producer on the property 

of ‘Overland’ located within the Parkes Shire. I was born and raised in the Parkes shire and am currently a 

member of our business. Our family farm runs a mixed farming operation growing imperative grains such 

as wheat, barley, canola, and oats, contributing to the nation’s food supply. Within our operations we run 

a merino stud business called ‘Overland Merino & Poll Merino’ which provides merinos and quality 

genetics throughout NSW and Australia. I greatly fear and worry about the Energy from Waste (EfW) 

facility for our business like many others in the area and the ability to provide our services and product in 

a clean and healthy manner to all Australians and international markets.​
 

I am writing this submission to strongly oppose the proposed Parkes EfW incinerator. This letter is to 

express my concern about the potential negative health impacts to our community alongside the 

detrimental damage to our agricultural industry.  

 

A lot of agricultural businesses like ourselves have been built over many generations, with tireless hours 

of blood, sweat, and tears to achieve what we have today. An EfW facility burning over 600,000 tonnes of 

Sydney’s waste has the potential to destroy our business and many others. The forever chemicals 

produced from this facility will contaminate our grains and livestock throughout the Central West. This 

district provides incredible amounts of food across NSW and Australia. Not only does this incinerator 

have significant negative impacts on Parkes, but furthermore Australia’s food supply. All residents of the 

Parkes Shire seek and deserve the ability to work, live, and have their children grow up in a safe 

environment.  

 

Terms of Reference: 

(b) the spread of the emissions predicted and the quality of emissions to be generated.​
 

Firstly, our current government’s plan is to reduce emissions around Australia, yet they are proposing to 

build an EfW facility that burns Sydney’s waste, producing toxins into the air. It doesn’t quite make sense! 

The waste planned to enter Parkes is unsorted, hazardous materials including plastics, batteries and 

chemicals, to name a few. If we really want to reduce waste, shouldn’t we be educating and teaching 

individuals alternative solutions. For our business these emissions have the ability to destroy everything 

we have worked towards over many generations. In our business we place an importance on animal 

welfare, and these toxins can spread through the air for kilometres affecting our merino’s wellbeing. This 

opens the door for contaminated meat, wool, and grain, leading to humans and our merino’s 

unknowingly consuming products that are creating health risks. Overseas there have been traces of 

dioxins and PFAS in hay being produced near a similar EfW facility, with stock testing positive to these 

toxic emissions. The spread of these emissions will travel airborne, through waterways, and in livestock - 

all the Parkes shire primary producers are seeking is the ability to work in a safe environment.  

​
 

 

 



(d) impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater harvesting and soil 

contamination. 

​
The emissions produced from the proposed EfW facility will have major impacts on human health 

through our drinking. Any residue or toxic particles on roofs, tanks, and waterways will be detrimental to 

many farming businesses. At “Overland” we have no access to a reliable town water supply and solely 

rely on rainwater for our household use and for livestock. Rainwater harvesting is imperative for our 

family to survive and with no town water access, how do we secure safe drinking water that’s not 

polluted? Our property contains a waterway that begins the catchment in Parkes, flowing all the way into 

the Lachlan River. This water is a necessity for our livestock and becomes a dangerous threat if any trace 

of forever chemicals contamination exists. These emissions include dioxins, furans, and heavy metals 

which will have the ability to spread from property to property through waterways and create soil 

contamination leading to significant risks from cropping land. Our livestock will not only be vulnerable to 

airborne pollutants but also through waterways and from the soil. Livestock will digest the feed from the 

soil, absorbing into their systems, making them a risk, which can further impact those that consume the 

product. Our country prides itself on having a clean, green image being one of the world’s best producers 

of grain and sheep. How can we continue producing high quality products when we have airborne 

pollutants spreading over our shire, waterways filling with chemicals, and soil contamination occurring, 

reducing yields and creating human and animal consumption risks. 

 

(e) the impact on agriculture locally and across the wider region. 

 

An energy from waste incinerator would be severely detrimental to the agricultural sector in the Parkes 

Shire. Our region is one of the most productive sources of grain and livestock throughout NSW. 

Contamination is one of the most important factors in the agriculture industry as markets and potential 

buyers of products are very cautious and strict when searching for clean products. With the potential risk 

of contamination in the region, buyers both domestically and internationally will be frightened and 

hesitant to purchase. Market access will be restricted and the region's reputation may be damaged 

leading to a lack of confidence from buyers investing in wool, meat, and grain. The wool our merinos 

grow is helping solve microplastic pollution emissions, as it is a natural and biodegradable fibre. We are 

aiming to contribute our part to reducing waste, however others in surrounding Sydney regions should 

be held accountable for their waste. This proposed incinerator will be dangerous for the environment as 

it is burning Sydney’s plastics, releasing further amounts of microplastic particles into the environment.  

The National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) is designed for traceability of livestock to ensure 

biosecurity and food safety. Australia is known for and relies on exporting clean and safe food, yet this 

may be taken out of our control with a nearby incinerator costing our country's economy and primary 

producers millions of dollars. Currently we must declare whether our merinos have been grazed near 

solar farms or wind turbines and declare what vaccination programs have been administrated, showing 

the strict criterias that both domestic and international buyers request. This EfW facility has the potential 

to cause major ramifications to the agricultural industry in the Parkes shire and furthermore Australia 

wide.  

 



Overland Merino & Poll Merino Stud strongly and respectfully urges you to listen to our community’s 

concerns and reject this proposal. Parkes deserves to have their health remain as a high priority and 

have a safe future ahead for the next generations in this country town. An energy from waste facility to 

control Sydney’s waste was refused in Western Sydney due to the chemicals being produced causing 

health risks. Why is it any safer for Parkes? Why is it any safer for another town? Instead of producing 

harmful chemicals, an alternative solution would be to develop more efficient waste management 

practices. The agricultural sector is imperative to the Parkes economy, and businesses like ourselves want 

the opportunity to provide food for the country in a safe, healthy, and productive environment.​
Please keep Parkes toxic free and our environment clean. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.​
​
 

Regards, 

Jake Magill 

5th Generation Farmer & Primary Producer 
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