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My name is Byrne Harris, my wife and I run a Wiltshire Horn Sheep stud in , aproximately 
40km north of Parkes . We are deeply concerned about the proposal to utilise thermal processing 
of municipal waste in NSW, and particularly concerned about the Parkes EfW proposal. We 
strongly oppose the Parkes EfW plant. 

 

Our operation has been built up over a number of years, and we supply stud breeding stock to 
other growers throughout Australia. We also sell lambs and sheep through local saleyards which 
are processed for human consumption. It is incredibly important that we can sell our stock 
knowing that they are healthy and carry no contamination. 

 

Our entire operation relies on clean soil, clean pastures, and clean air and water. All of these 
resources are at risk if EfW incinerators are built. 

The facility proposed for Parkes has a base capacity of 600000 tonnes of waste per year. At the 
community consultation days, we were told by representatives of the proponents that this capacity 
could double, and even more if the plant was expanded in the future. While the proponents state 
that toxic emissions make up a very small percentage of the total, at this scale they have the 
potential to cause serious harm. 

Of particular concern are persistent organic pollutants such as dioxins, furans,PFAS and PFOS 
which bioaccumulate and even at extremely low levels have serious health effects on all living 
creatures. 

They are also pollutants which the proponent say will not be continuously monitored if the facility 
is approved, rather they will be sampled at intervals set by the EPA. 

Parkes Shire and the surrounding regions are well known for producing high quality food and 
fibre, with many growers exporting their produce. International markets are becoming increasingly 
concerned with contamination and testing for dioxins and other POPs is becoming common place. 
An EfW facility in Parkes threatens the reputation and quality of food and fibre produced in the 
vicinity. 

It is also highly concerning and confusing that EfW facilities are legislated against in virtually all of 
NSW, with only four regional precincts in which they are allowed. This seems highly inequitable 
and transfers risks away from their source, leaving towns such as Parkes to deal with the 
consequences. 




