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Letter to Parliamentary Inquiry — Opposition to Parkes Incinerator

To the Parliamentary Inquiry Committee,

We are writing on behalf of Kerin Farms to strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy
from Waste Incinerator. Our fifth-generation family business has been proudly operating
in the Central West for generations as both livestock producers and grain growers, and
we are deeply concerned about the serious and long-term impacts this facility would
have on local agriculture, property values, and community health.

Kerin Farms is actively involved in the production and sale of premium livestock through
the Forbes Livestock Exchange, which is a key trading centre for the Central West and
beyond. Each week, thousands of cattle and sheep are sold through the exchange,
supporting a vast network of producers, buyers, agents, and transport operators. The
agricultural reputation of this region depends entirely on clean air, safe water, and
uncontaminated soil.

Even the perception of contamination from an industrial incinerator — whether from
airborne particles, ash, or water discharge — could have a devastating impact on

the market confidence in our livestock and grain products. Buyers are increasingly
sensitive to food safety and environmental quality. If the Parkes facility were to proceed,
it would not matter whether the emissions met “safe” standards — the reputational
damage to the Forbes sales, and to the broader Central West meat and grain industries,
could cause real and lasting harm.

We also produce wheat and other grains, which rely on the same soil and water systems
that could be affected by this proposal. Any soil or water contamination would directly
reduce productivity, affect grain quality, and compromise the region’s clean, sustainable
image in domestic and export markets.

In addition to direct production risks, we are extremely concerned about the

likely decline in rural property and land values. The presence of a large industrial waste
incinerator would significantly reduce the appeal and worth of surrounding farmland,
undermining both the value of our investments and the future viability of family farms.

The potential impacts extend far beyond individual businesses. The Forbes Livestock
Exchange alone represents millions of dollars in livestock sales annually, with flow-on
benefits to the wider community. If confidence in our clean agricultural systems were
eroded, the entire local economy would suffer — from feed suppliers to transporters and
processing facilities.

In summary, the proposed Parkes Incinerator poses unacceptable environmental,
economic, and reputational risks to the Central West. We strongly urge the Parliamentary



Inquiry to reject this proposal and to safeguard the integrity of our agricultural region,
which produces safe, high-quality meat and grains for Australia and beyond.

Thank you for considering our submission.
Sincerely,

The Kerin Family
Kerin Farms





