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We are writing to formally oppose the EFW proposal for Parkes Special Activiation Precinct. 

 

Myself and my partner conduct a mixed farming enterprise within 10km of the proposed EFW 
facility. We are less than 10km in a westerly direction and currently produce a variety of cereal 
crops such as wheat, barley, oats and canola along with meat sheep production. 

 

Together we have been farming for over a decade and my family has farmed land in and around 
the region for two generations prior. 

 

Most grain produced is delivered and sold locally and interstate along with stock being sold and 
purchased through the local Forbes Livestock Exchange. 

Our concerns are primarily over the perceived risk and potential financial impact it will have on 
our business and how it could impact us over the long term. Given the current strict guidelines 
around selling of livestock for human consumption and declaration requirements for primary 
producers how will having an incinerator in close proximity further impact upon us and the 
saleability of our produce? Contamination appears to be a very real threat along with decreased 
land value and thus potential difficultly should we opt to discontinue our operations. Potential 
reputational damage is also a consideration and one that would be hard to overturn for the Parkes 
region should the EFW facility proceed. 

 

All current research and investigation into monitoring have proven current standards to be 
inadequate in terms of frequency and duration. Personally, should the facility proceed we would 
like 24/7 monitoring and accountability from the proponent. Baseline testing should also be 
completed for soil, air and water as a matter of priority to assist with assessing the long term 
impacts the facility could inflict on the area surrounding it. Compensation procedures and avenues 
should also be clearly documented and available as the potential financial, health and 
environmental risk eventuate over time. Noting that no amount of compensation can reverse 
contamination once it has occurred. Cost and risk should not be burdened solely by the producers 
in the area surrounding the facility nor the people that call Parkes home. Ultimately EFW is 
prohibited in metropolitan areas due to health and safety risks, we as a regional area should be 
granted the same courtesy. 

 

We believe that PER has zero social licence to hold such facility in this region and their repeated 
greenwashing techniques have failed to address legitimate the concerns of Parkes residents and 
business owners/operators. Two such examples are below: 

 

In terms of the project claiming job creation as a positive outcome for the town a simple search 
on Jora as at today’s date being the 20th October 2025 shows a total of 396 available positions in 
varying industries within a 50km radius of the town. Finding employment in Parkes is not a difficult 
nor a reason to push for an EFW facility and therefore using it as a reason for is deceptive and 
misleading. https://au.jora.com/jobs-in-Parkes-NSW?tracking=SEM-GGL-SRC-DSA-
40241&utm_medium=sem_cpc&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=DSA&utm_content=co
untry--au---subsegment--all---type--alwayson---business--jora---message--attract---industry--all---
segment--
candi&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22997528325&gbraid=0AAAAADnej8rG0O5zMXtuw



VrToeuDlFEms&gclid=CjwKCAjwmNLHBhA4EiwA3ts3mV2L3VQBRft5sieX-
IjeB8MH86JgNUkFl3prvED73r7rh3gBiXO4HRoCzAMQAvD_BwE) 

 

Energy Production – the proponent has advertised how EFW generates electricity which “could 
supply 80,000 homes”. The perception is that the energy production will benefit local home 
owners in the area however this is not the case – it is to benefit those within the SAP. Using energy 
production (in terms of households) as a byproduct to gain social licence is deception. 

 

In conclusion contamination risk to crops, water, soil, livestock and market access is a real threat 
for the Parkes region and the farming communities within. As local farmers in the area we are 
genuinely concerned for our futures and our financial security. Our region is known for agricultural 
production and relied upon year after year. To expose it unnecessarily to bioaccumulation and 
pollutants is equal parts upsetting and implausible. We as business partners, farmers and individuals 
strongly oppose the EFW facility being built in Parkes and elsewhere in Australia. 


