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To: The Select Committee on the Inquiry into Energy from Waste Technology 

Parliament of New South Wales 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to raise my concerns about the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) 

incinerator planned for Parkes. 

My name is Marilyn Roffe, and I have lived in Parkes all my life. I grew up as a farmer’s daughter and now 

live in town. I am strongly opposed to this incinerator proposal. 

I would like to know how this project was able to get as far as it has before the community even knew 

about it. From what I have learned, it appears to have started as early as 2017, yet we, the people of 

Parkes, only found out in March 2025. That is deeply concerning. The land it is proposed to be built on  

once belonged to our former Mayor, Ken Keith. This raises serious questions about transparency and 

possible insider dealings. 

Contamination fallout from this incinerator will blow straight across my home and our town. If a similar 

facility was rejected in Sydney because it was not safe for human health, how can it possibly be considered 

safe for the people of Parkes? 

Parkes is known for producing high-quality agricultural products, grains and meat that supply both national 

and international markets. Coming from a farming background, the risk of contamination to our land and 

food troubles me greatly. Once our reputation for clean, safe food is damaged, it cannot be easily restored. 

There are also serious concerns about water and fire risk. Where will the water come from to feed such a 

facility, especially when droughts are so common here? And if a fire were to break out, who would be 

responsible for fighting it? 

My home is just over the hill from where this incinerator would be built. Who will compensate us—or our 

children, if our property values fall or if contamination affects our health? 

We already struggle to access adequate healthcare in regional areas. If this goes ahead, who will provide 

the extra mental health support that will be needed when people’s livelihoods and wellbeing are put at 

risk? 

If these facilities are not wanted in Canberra or in the electorates of Minister Bowen or Minister Sharpe in 

Sydney, why should one be forced onto regional communities like ours, on land that grows the food that 

feeds the rest of the country? 

There are better alternatives. Instead of burning waste, we should be reducing it at the source. 

Supermarkets wrap almost everything in plastic. Even hospitals use disposable plates, cups, and cutlery. We 

need to return to reusing and recycling more, not burning our waste in rural Australia. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider my submission. I urge the committee to reject this proposal and 

protect the health, safety, and future of our community and our land. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Marilyn Roffe 

Parkes, NSW 


