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Introduction

My name is Charlica Schnitger. | work across the Agriculture and Construction industries, and | am a mother of two
young children. | am writing to express my deep concern and opposition to the proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW)
incinerator near Parkes, NSW. My family has lived and farmed in this region for generations, and our livelihoods,
community, and health depend on the safety of our environment.

Community Involvement and Local Legacy

| am heavily involved in my community, serving as a committee member of Trundle SES, Trundle Brookview Units,
Trundle Pastoral and Agricultural Show Society (Chief Steward of Tiny Tots), Young Woman of the Year 2024, Chief
Coordinator for the Young Woman Competition, Trundle Children’s Centre, Trundle Health Council, and Trundle
Bush Tucker Day Committee. | am also a keen volunteer, always ready to lend my time to local fundraisers and
organisations in need. | value the health, safety, and future of this community—the place where people choose to
live, work, and play.

Health and Environmental Concerns

| am deeply concerned about the impacts this incinerator could have on our soils, water, and air. These
contaminants will affect not only our health but also that of future generations. Many illnesses caused by
environmental toxins take decades to be fully understood—by the time evidence is clear, the damage will already be
done.

Legacy of Sustainable Farming

My partner and | have owned our cropping and cattle enterprise since 2022. The property we live on has been in my
partner’s family for over 100 years. It was originally established and cared for by Ken Turner, who served as
Goobang President and later as a Parkes Shire Councillor in the 1960s. His legacy includes regenerative and
sustainable farming practices such as contour banking, water retention strategies, and tree planting for soil health
and biodiversity. The incinerator proposal undermines everything he stood for—careful stewardship, regeneration,
and long-term sustainability.

Personal and Family Health

As a woman of prime reproductive age and a mother, | am especially concerned about the impact of airborne toxins
and heavy metals on children's health. My partner suffers from asthma, and any increase in air pollution will directly
affect his breathing and quality of life. No filtration system can make burning waste safe for children to breathe or
families to live near.

Economic and Community Impact

If this facility proceeds, it will force families like ours to reconsider our place here. Moving would devastate the local
economy, reducing enrolments at childcare centres and schools, weakening volunteer organisations, and cutting off
small businesses that rely on local trade. The ripple effects would hollow out the very fabric of our towns.

Solutions and the Way Forward

We need to look beyond waste incineration and instead focus on eliminating the problem at its source. Mandating
recyclable materials, phasing out single-use plastics, and investing in genuine circular economy infrastructure will
protect our communities and our land.

Conclusion

The Parkes region deserves better than to become a dumping ground for metropolitan waste. The health of our
children, our environment, and our farming livelihoods must come first. | urge the Committee to reject this proposal
and invest in cleaner, safer, and community-led solutions.
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