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I appreciate the opportunity to make a submission to the 2025 Parliamentary 
Inquiry into Energy from Waste (EfW). 

My name is Darren Leighton, I am the owner of Leighton Pastoral Co. I was 
born, raised, and educated in Trundle, and I continue to live and farm locally. 
Our farming operation covers around 14,000 acres, and we are considered large-
scale for our area. We currently employ three full-time staff and up to six 
additional seasonal workers, depending on the time of year. 

We are beef, lamb, and multi-species grazing crop producers, supplying 
heavyweight lambs to export markets including Canada and the USA. 
Maintaining a chemical-residue-free product is critical to meeting the stringent 
export standards required for those markets. 

Over the past five years, we have worked hard to adopt regenerative farming 
techniques, resulting in a 90% reduction in chemical use across our 
properties. These practices not only improve soil health and biodiversity but 
also enhance the quality and nutritional value of the food we produce. Our low-
stress stock handling methods contribute to animal welfare and productivity, 
while creating the need for more local employment, which directly benefits our 
rural community. 

Looking to the future, our goal is to market our own produce, based on 
being grass-fed and chemical-residue-free, responding to the growing 
demand for nutrient-dense, healthy Australian food. 

The proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator poses a serious threat to 
this vision and to the future of farming in our region. Any contamination, 
whether through air, water, soil or feed, would be devastating not only to our 
business but to the broader agricultural community and the regional economy 
that depends on clean, productive land. 

No one has the right to contaminate our land, livestock, or water. As 
farmers, we are required by law to maintain detailed records of chemical usage, 
livestock treatments, and environmental practices. We take this responsibility 



seriously. Yet, the proposal to import Sydney’s waste into our region risks 
undermining all of that effort and accountability. 

If an EfW incinerator leads to contamination, and it will—no matter how 
minimal—it would jeopardise export markets, destroy consumer confidence, 
and compromise decades of work by farmers striving for clean, sustainable 
production. 

It raises the broader question: Where does Sydney and New South Wales 
expect their food to come from in 30 to 50 years’ time if the state’s key 
food-producing regions are contaminated by waste projects? 

Regional NSW is the food bowl of this state. We cannot afford to have that 
compromised by short-sighted policies that prioritise urban waste management 
over rural sustainability and food security. 

I ask the inquiry to stop the NSW Govt from any further planning or 
construction on EfW incinerators until the outcomes of the Inquiry are 
addressed. 

And for these reasons, I strongly oppose the establishment of any Energy 
from Waste incinerator in the Central West, or any other rural region in 
NSW. It is an unacceptable risk to the environment, agriculture, and the 
health of our rural communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Darren Leighton 

Leighton Pastoral Co 

 

 
 




