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To whom it concerns, 

My name is Thomas Roydhouse - a proud new homeowner in Parkes. I’m 27 and have 
recently moved to Parkes taking up a job as a heavy diesel mechanic for a successful 
transport company. 

I was bought up in Mudgee, completed my schooling at The Kings School in Sydney, 
returned to Dubbo where I worked for 7 years before working in Parkes and ultimately 
making the decision to buy my first home here. 

As a heavy diesel mechanic with a side interest in agriculture, I would have had my fair 
share of opportunities at home in Mudgee or in Dubbo, but the opportunities that Parkes 
has the potential to hold for me and my career and interests seemed to outweigh either 
option with the proposition of new developments in addition to a job I already love. 

The town has a feeling of potential – something the incinerator has already cast a cloud 
over. 

I’m a fairly optimistic person, but I struggle to find potential in an incinerator or the side 
effects it will have on Parkes and the surrounding area. 

What will the effects be on smoke, smell and overall air quality? Will this affect the soil, 
the crops, the livestock here? Will it tank property prices? Can’t we use the land for 
something more beneficial? 

And ultimately, why are we creating a market for waste instead of waste reduction? 

In a world so wrapped up in waste and emission reduction (believe me, as a diesel 
mechanic I hear plenty about emission reduction!) – how on earth is a big incinerator on 
the outskirts of a potentially-soon-to-be-booming town meant to be a good thing? 

From what I understand, all the incinerator needs to function is a bit of land and a 
trainline in from Sydney. There are so many options up for grabs, and not one reason 
why I can understand Parkes is the best option other than the fact the Activation 
Precinct is new and up for grabs and there are existing businesses there to chase it out. 
If our Precinct was already inhabited by businesses, would the incinerator even get a 
look in? 

I guess that is why the push back needs to come from the community in lieu of 
businesses in the Special Activation Precinct already. Because if we don’t – we might 
not end up with any in there after all. Then not only will we be wasting the land the 
incinerator is on, but also the remainder of the 12,000 acres set aside for new 
businesses. 

As a result, I write to say that I do not support the Energy From Waste Facility. 

Regards, Thomas Roydhouse 


