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SUBMISSION to NSW Parliament Inquiry into Proposed Energy-from Waste
Facilities

From Mrs Margaret Cameron

I have major concerns about the proposed Energy from Waste Facilities at both Tarago
and Parkes planning to use potentially unsafe Incineration techniques.

Overseas experiences have shown that it only takes a small human errorora
malfunction in the Incineration system to release potentially dangerous toxins into the
atmosphere. New ones are now not being supported overseas, yet this questionable
technology is still being promoted in Australia.

Any escape of toxins and thence contamination of soil and water, poses unacceptable
long-term Health Risks to both humans and animals from consumption of
compromised plants and water. This risk has far-reaching implications for Regional,
State, National and potentially International Markets where “Clean and Green” are
promoted. Any Organic Certification would be voided.

Veolia already has a very poor track record of repeated EPA breaches at “Woodlawn”
Tarago. Locally we have NO confidence in their ability to improve on this.

Long term continuous exposure to Toxins even at low levels provides health risks and
would be exacerbated if proposed Waste to Energy Incineration Facilities at Tarago and
Parkes are approved and then have technical failures similar to what has happened
overseas.

Household and Commercial Waste Incineration is banned in Sydney and the ACT due to
health and other concerns. Itis discriminatory for this however to not only be allowed,
but encouraged in Regional NSW locations of Tarago and Parkes.

Mental Health concerns are already apparent in these communities due to concern
over physical health and risks that property valuations will decrease significantly due to
potential toxic contamination in areas close to proposed facilities.

There is no Social Licence for toxic Incineration in Regional NSW.

There is potential for significant Economic loss to NSW and Australian Export Markets if
food and fibre from areas impacted by Contaminated soil and water are found to
contain even small amounts of escaped toxins. Currently Australia markets food and
fibre both locally and internationally as ‘Clean and Green”.

It would be safer [ and possibly cheaper ] for all concerned if urgent Research is
adequately funded to develop alternative technology to deal with safe destruction and
recycling of potentially toxic waste where itis produced. Current costs of transporting
waste to regional areas is high, especially when wear and tear on roads and rail is taken
into account.



