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I am writing to express my strong support for changing the current building restrictions, to allow
secondary unattached dwellings on RU2 rural landscape properties.

I live in the Tweed Shire in far Northern NSW, and we are currently unable to build even a humble
unattached dwelling on a 5 acre block. It is my strong believe that there are many benefits to be gained
socially, environmentally and agriculturally, in being able to build a secondary dwelling on rural land.

This smart land use keeps families together through multi-generational living while maintaining
independence. We live in an area where young people are forced to leave the area they grew up in, in
order to find affordable housing. They are being forced to leave their communities and have their
children grow up away from grandparents and the security of family ties. A secondary unattached
dwelling would allow the next generation to share land with their parents or extended family, having
independence, and affordable housing security, and keep out communities strong.

It would add low-cost housing options in rural areas without the need for large development and the
loss of rural character and lifestyle. Small-scale, low-impact dwellings that blend into the landscape,
could be providing on-site housing for workers or caretakers, strengthening land management and
agricultural businesses. We could be utilising existing water, septic, and power infrastructure, reducing
urban sprawl.

We could be giving our elderly the opportunity to age-in-place, supporting older residents to remain
close to family and community and receive the personal care they deserve, possibly even on their own
land.

And of course, we are in the midst of a national housing crisis, and these additional humble secondary
dwellings could be housing young families.

I urge you to reassess the current restrictions and take action to allow secondary unattached dwellings
on RU2 rural properties.



