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1. Introduction

The Peak Hill Bogan River Aboriginal Advisory Committee (PHBRAAC) strongly
opposes the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility at Parkes. PHBRAAC is a
recognised Aboriginal advisory body that jointly manages both Snake Rock Aboriginal
Area and Goobang National Park with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) under a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). PHBRAAC represents the local
Wiradyuri people of the Peak Hill and Bogan River region, working to protect cultural
heritage, promote environmental stewardship, and uphold our cultural responsibilities to
Country. We work in partnership with the Peak Hill Aboriginal Community, local
Wiradyuri Elders and Traditional custodians to ensure that Aboriginal cultural knowledge,
governance, and obligations to Country guide all land, water, and heritage management
decisions.

2. Cultural and Environmental Context

The Snake Rock Aboriginal Area, located west of Peak Hill on the semi-arid plains of
central-west NSW, is Sacred to the local Peak Hill Wiradyuri people. It contains ancient
rock art depicting a serpent river figure, representing ancestral creation stories and the
interconnectedness of water and life. The area protects Aboriginal cultural sites and
regionally significant vegetation in an otherwise cleared agricultural landscape. It
provides habitat for woodland birds, small mammals, micro-bats, and other native
species under pressure from environmental degradation. Together with Goobang
National Park, these places form part of a living cultural and ecological network
connecting Goobang Creek, the Bogan River, and surrounding Wiradyuri Country.
Goobang National Park alone contains more than 500 plant species, including
ironbark’s, wattles, and grevilleas, and is home to koalas, wallabies, owls, and micro-
bats. The proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility threatens this interconnected
system through airborne pollution, soil and water contamination, and disturbance of
sacred cultural landscapes.

3. Lack of Consultation and Engagement

The PHBRAAC, the local Peak Hill Wiradyuri community and Traditional Custodians
were not consulted or engaged during the planning, approval, or environmental
assessment stages of the Parkes Energy from Waste project. This lack of consultation
extends to the Parkes Shire Council, which failed to engage with local Wiradjuri
community, local Aboriginal organisations or the Traditional custodians in developing or
promoting this project within its jurisdiction, despite the project’s significant cultural,
environmental, and social implications. The Council’'s omission reflects a broader failure
of governance and accountability to the Aboriginal community of Peak Hill, who are



directly impacted by this development. This is contrary to the principles of partnership
and co-management under the NPWS frameworks and the OCHRE (Opportunity,
Choice, Healing, Responsibility, Empowerment) strategy, which commits all levels of
government to work with Aboriginal communities, not around them. Decisions of this
magnitude cannot and should not be made without Aboriginal participation, particularly
where sacred sites, cultural landscapes, and community health are at stake.

4. Cultural Heritage, Songlines, and Sacred Sites

The Bogan River, Goobang Creek, and surrounding landscapes are interconnected
through songlines that carry our local Wiradyuri stories, law, and our cultural connection
and identity to our people, our ways, our being and our Country. These sacred pathways
link Snake Rock, Goobang National Park, and other ceremonial sites, forming a living
system of cultural continuity and spiritual significance. The proposed Energy from Waste
incinerator threatens these significant and sacred places both spiritually and physically.

Prevailing winds are projected to carry the incinerator plume directly toward Snake Rock
Aboriginal Area, exposing the ancient sandstone formations and our ancestral rock art to
acid gases, heavy metals, toxic particulates, and chemical fallout. This contamination
risks chemical erosion, fading, and irreversible damage to sacred imagery that has
survived for thousands of years for our people. The visual and spiritual desecration
caused by an industrial plume over a sacred site undermines the peace, education, and
ceremony that occur there. Such damage is irreversible and represents a direct assault
on Wiradyuri heritage and spiritual integrity.

This contamination risks chemical erosion of sandstone surfaces and rock art motifs,
causing fading and corrosion of sacred imagery thousands of years old. It also threatens
soil and vegetation integrity, disrupting traditional food and medicinal plant systems that
sustain our people.

5. Environmental and Ecological Impacts

Both Snake Rock Aboriginal Area and Goobang National Park are ecological refuges in
an otherwise cleared agricultural landscape. They contain threatened woodland species,
including micro-bats, native birds, and small mammals, which rely on clean air,
unpolluted waterways, and intact vegetation for survival. The incinerator emissions,
including dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particulate matter, poses serious risks to air,
soil, and water quality. Toxins may deposit onto vegetation and enter food chains
ultimately affecting both wildlife health and human health.

Contaminants carried by wind and stormwater runoff can enter Goobang Creek, which
flows into the Bogan River, extending the pollution through Wiradyuri Country and our
neighbouring tribes and Country, impacting aquatic life and water sources used for

cultural activities and agriculture. For Aboriginal communities, who continue to rely on



these ecosystems for cultural practices, traditional foods, and medicines, the health
implications are profound and intergenerational.

6. Cultural Rights and Responsibilities

We, the local Wiradyuri people, the Bogan River people, have an inherent responsibility
under cultural law to care for our ngurambang (Country). Wiradyuri law teaches us to
care for our ngurambang (Country). The proposed Parkes EfW facility undermines these
responsibilities by endangering sacred sites, polluting the land, and excluding Aboriginal
voices from environmental governance, that affect our land.

The Parkes Energy from Waste facility directly breach these obligations/ our cultural
rights by endangering and proposing threats to our sacred sites, contaminating Country
(water and land), and denying us, our Wiradyuri voices in decisions that affect our land.
The absence of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent is inconsistent with the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and undermines the
NSW Government's commitments to Aboriginal self-determination under the Closing the
Gap framework. Respecting Aboriginal cultural governance and ensuring meaningful
participation in all environmental and land-use planning processes are essential to
upholding both justice and heritage protection.

7. Governance, Accountability, and Nation Building Principles

The lack of consultation and engagement from Parkes Shire Council, the NSW
Environment Protection Authority (EPA), and the NSW Government demonstrates a
continued disregard for Aboriginal cultural rights, environmental justice, and the
wellbeing of our communities. This exclusion undermines the core principles of nation
building, which depend on shared decision-making, mutual respect, and the recognition
of Aboriginal self-determination as fundamental to a just and inclusive society.

True nation building requires that Aboriginal governance structures—such as the Peak
Hill Bogan River Aboriginal Advisory Committee (PHBRAAC), the Peak Hill Local
Aboriginal Land Council (LALC), and the local Peak Hill Wiradyuri Elders, local
traditional custodians and kinship connections — be recognised and empowered to
participate as equal partners in planning, policy, and environmental management. By
disregarding Aboriginal consultation, Parkes Shire Council and state agencies have
failed to uphold the principles of partnership, empowerment, and co-design that form the
foundation of the OCHRE Framework, the National Agreement on Closing the Gap, and
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

This exclusion not only breaches the ethical duty of government to consult but also
represents a lost opportunity for genuine reconciliation and collaborative nation building.
Aboriginal participation strengthens local and regional governance, ensures decisions
are culturally informed, and builds social, environmental, and economic resilience for all



communities. Ignoring Aboriginal, specifically, Wiradyuri input on matters as significant
as the Parkes EfW facility continues the historical marginalisation of Aboriginal peoples,
particularly our local Wiradyuri people, and contradicts the Government’s stated
commitment to working together for a shared future. Nation building cannot occur
without trust, transparency, and shared responsibility, and these principles must be
restored through respectful, ongoing engagement with the local Peak Hill Wiradyuri
people, Traditional custodians and local Peak Hill Wiradyuri Elders, and their
representative bodies.

8. Recommendations

1. That the NSW Parliament rejects the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste incinerator.
2. That all approvals under the NSW Waste and Circular Infrastructure Plan be
suspended until genuine local Wiradyuri consultation occurs, with the key people and
stakeholders.

3. That the Parkes Shire Council and EPA conduct a formal review of their consultation
practices and provide evidence of local Wiradyuri engagement.

4. That a full Cultural Heritage and Environmental Impact Assessment be undertaken,
led by local Wiradyuri representatives and identified and invited Aboriginal cultural
experts.

5. That Aboriginal representation, local Wiradyuri, is formally embedded within all
planning and environmental advisory committees.

6. That alternative waste management strategies prioritising reduction, reuse, and
recycling be adopted over incineration.

7. That ongoing Aboriginal-led monitoring of air, soil, and water quality be implemented
for any future industrial projects within Wiradyuri Country.

8. That Snake Rock Aboriginal Area, Goobang National Park, and the Bogan River
system be formally recognised as culturally sensitive zones requiring mandatory
Aboriginal consent.

9. Closing Statement

The PHBRAAC, in partnership with the Peak Hill LALC, our local Wiradyuri Elders and
the Peak Hill Aboriginal community stand united in opposing the Parkes EfW project.
The facility’s proximity and plume direction toward Snake Rock will desecrate sacred
lands and harm cultural, environmental, and spiritual integrity. This development cannot
proceed without violating cultural law and government commitments to heritage
protection.

Yindyamarra — with respect and peace,

Karryn Keed
Chairperson
Peak Hill Bogan River Aboriginal Advisory Committee (PHBRAAC)

30 October 2025



