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To the Committee,

My name is Samantha Walton, and I am a proud Wiradjuri woman and lifelong resident of Parkes,
New South Wales. I was born and raised in this town, travelled throughout Australia after
completing high school, and chose to return home to raise my children in what has always been a
safe, close knit, and family oriented community.

Until now, I have never questioned that decision. However, the proposal to construct a Waste to
Energy (EfW) incinerator near Parkes has left me deeply concerned for the future of our town and
the wellbeing of our people.

I strongly oppose the development of this facility. My concerns are focused on several key areas

Health and air quality, environmental and agricultural risks, cultural and community values, fairness
and respect for regional communities.

The emission of pollutants and particulates from such facilities has been well documented to pose
serious risks to human health. The potential for toxic substances including dioxins and heavy
metals to impact residents, particularly children and the eldetly, is unacceptable.

Parkes and its surrounding region are built upon strong agricultural foundations. Any
contamination of soil, water, or air could have devastating effects on local farming, food
production, and biodiversity. Once damaged, these resources cannot be easily restored.

As a Wiradjuri woman, I come from a strong cultural background that teaches deep respect for
the land, water, and all living things. This proposal goes directly against those values. The land is
not just soil to build upon it holds spirit, history, and life. Allowing an incinerator to pollute and
disrupt Country disregards both our cultural connection and our shared responsibility to protect
it for future generations.

Many residents feel their voices are being ignored. It is disheartening to see our community treated
as a convenient site for Sydney’s waste problem simply because we are located further west. Parkes
should not become a dumping ground for metropolitan failures in waste management. Regional
communities deserve the same respect, consultation, and protection as those in urban centres.

This proposal does not represent progress, it threatens to erode the health, environment, and
cultural integrity of our region. Our town should be investing in sustainable regenerative waste,
not outdated incineration methods that shift the burden of pollution from cities to regional areas.

For these reasons, I urge decision makers to reject the proposal for a Waste to Energy facility in
Parkes and to protect the future of our people, our Country, and our children.



I write this submission with deep respect for Wiradjuri County. The land on which I live and raise
my family, and I pay my respects to Elders past, present, and emerging. May our voices be heard
in the spirit of protecting Country for the generations yet to come.

Sincerely,

Samantha Walton

Proud Wiradjuri Woman
Resident of Parkes, NSW



