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To the Members of Parliament, 

 

I am writing as a concerned mother and resident of Forbes, NSW, to express my deep opposition 
to the proposed Waste to Energy (WTE) incinerator planned for Parkes. Although the project is 
located in Parkes, the impacts will not stop at its borders, they will affect surrounding communities, 
including mine. 

 

As a mother, my greatest concern is for the health and wellbeing of our children and future 
generations. The introduction of a waste incinerator so close to our region poses unacceptable 
risks to air quality, soil, and water. Burning waste releases harmful pollutants such as dioxins, heavy 
metals, and fine particulate matter, toxins that can cause respiratory illnesses, cancers, and 
developmental issues. These are not short-term risks; they accumulate over time and threaten the 
long-term health of everyone who calls this region home. 

 

Forbes and Parkes share the same air, the same waterways, and the same agricultural land. Any 
contamination or decline in environmental quality will directly affect our food supply, livestock, 
and the safety of the Lachlan River system. Our local economy, which depends heavily on 
agriculture and tourism, cannot afford the stigma or real damage that comes with being near an 
industrial incinerator site. 

 

This project also goes against the values of many in our community, including those of Wiradjuri 
heritage who hold deep cultural and spiritual connections to this land. Burning waste on Country 
disrespects our responsibility as custodians to protect the earth for future generations. There are 
safer, cleaner, and more sustainable alternatives such as genuine recycling, composting, and circular 
economy initiatives that do not compromise our health or the environment. 

 

Many local residents were not adequately consulted about this project, and the information 
provided to the public has been limited and technical, making it difficult for everyday families to 
fully understand the risks. Transparency and genuine community consent must come before 
corporate or political interests. 

 

I urge the Parliament to reject the Parkes Waste-to-Energy proposal and instead invest in solutions 
that reduce waste at the source, support recycling industries, and protect regional communities. 
Our families deserve clean air, safe water, and the right to live without fear of toxic pollution. 

 

Please listen to the voices of the people who live here. We are not just statistics on a map we are 
parents and community members who love this land and want it to remain safe for our children. 

 

Sincerely, 

Belinda Moxey 

Concerned Mother and Resident of Forbes, NSW 


