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Introduction 

My name is Dusty Powter, I am a lifelong (60 years) resident of the Parkes community, a 
proud father, sporting identity, decades long business owner/professional person in the 
Parkes Shire, involved with many volunteer/community based organisations and 
member of a multi-generation local family. Over my lifetime, I have seen our region grow 
and evolve while maintaining its strong sense of community spirit and shared 
responsibility. We are proud of our Shire/region and its excellent reputation for many 
things including its beautiful natural environment, agricultural base/farmland, 
hospitality, tourism, love of sporting and cultural activities and achievements etc.  

For the past 31 years, I have operated my own very successful Financial Planning 
Practice in Parkes with 7 staff, working in markets, investments, wealth 
creation/protection and finance etc for more than 41 years having previously been a 
Bank Manager for the NAB Group for 11 years. We have a client base of around 700 
people, the majority of whom are long-term Parkes and Central West residents, farmers, 
and business owners etc. We are the only locally based professional financial planning 
practice in the Parkes Shire. I am a Certified Financial Strategist (CFS) member of the  
Association of Independently Owned Financial Planners (AIOFP) and  Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) member of the Financial Advice Association of Australia (FAAA) and a 
former long serving committee member of the Western Chapter of the FAAA. I am also a 
Senior Associate (SA Fin) of the Financial Services Institute of Australasia (FINSIA) and a 
long serving Justice of the Peace.  

I have had many decades of community service/volunteer work and as a sponsor/donor 
of many community groups in the Parkes Shire such as school committees & P&F 
associations, numerous sporting clubs, Anglican church warden and parish councillor, 
car clubs, animal preservation clubs etc. The many diverse relationships I have both 
professionally, as a business person, as a community volunteer in many groups and 
personally as a lifetime resident have given me a unique understanding of our 
area/Shire and how Council and planning decisions directly affect households, local 
businesses, and the broader Parkes Shire/region, including waste management. In 
short, I am embedded in the Shire and region around Parkes with a deep understanding 
of same, its people, their needs and their preferences for their area that we love and all 
call home.  

 

 



Submission / Key Concerns and Recommendations 

1. Fairness and Transparency 

The community deserves clear, open communication on waste management issues and 
the rationale behind any proposed changes. Too often, residents are left out, uncertain 
or uninformed about decisions that directly affect their everyday lives, health, wealth, 
viability and household budgets. This sadly has certainly been the case with the 
proposed Energy for Waste Incinerator (EFW) with its serious, forever chemicals 
based toxic waste fallout that most locals is being forced upon them against their 
will.  

2. Rural, Resident and Business Considerations 

Waste management systems and operations must recognise the differing needs 
between town residents, rural properties, and local businesses etc. Any changes 
require very careful consideration of the impacts and risks involved to ensure no 
unnecessary/unacceptable burdens/risks arise in our Shire and neighbouring 
regions where the toxic chemical plume fallout will arise, be it economic, 
environmental, health, wealth, waterways, land use, business wise etc.  

3. Recycling and Sustainability 

Investment in practical, effective and clean, truly green recycling solutions (not 
greenwashing) is essential. These initiatives not only benefit our environment but also 
reduce landfill dependency and promote pride in sustainability efforts and the 
economic outcomes of our region. Proper clean recycling solutions will also help 
retore faith in bureaucratic and political institutions which has been decimated in 
our Shire due to the appallingly and unacceptably toxic nature of the proposed EFW 
facility.  

4. Community Consultation 

Decisions around waste management should be made with the community, not for 
the community. Meaningful engagement with residents, business owners, and 
community groups is vital to ensuring workable, locally supported outcomes. To date 
this has not been the case with the proposed EFW! Residents are not fools and have 
clearly seen authorities are trying to ram this toxic nightmare down our throats for 
political expediency and corporate greed reasons with no regard for our 
communities health, wealth, environment such as our land and waterways and the 
anger here is palpable!  

 

 

 



Additional Concerns – The Parkes Waste Project 

As someone deeply connected to the Parkes Shore and region, with extensive 
experience of over 40 years in finance/markets/investments etc, I must express serious 
concerns about the proposed Parkes EFW project which make it totally 
unacceptable for our Shire/region. 

Through my conversations with our hundreds of clients and countless more community 
members, it has become overwhelmingly clear that there is overwhelming, vehement  
opposition to this proposal! I have yet to meet a single resident or business owner 
who supports it! The sentiment in town is one of deep concern and anger about the 
long-term impact this facility will have on our community/region, environment, 
health, wealth, businesses, property values, and the overall reputation of Parkes as 
a clean, safe regional centre. 

From a professional standpoint in my practice, I also wish to share a particularly 
alarming example. One of my professional relationships with a major property 
developer based in south-western Sydney, with a construction workforce of over 300 
staff, had been planning to invest a very large sum, around 75-100 million dollars 
approximately into the Parkes economy directly into the Parkes Special Activation 
Precent (SAP) where the proposed EFW facility is proposed. This development would 
have involved a large number of new jobs, housing, and significant growth for our region. 
However, upon learning of the EFW project proposal, he immediately withdrew all 
interest in investing here and buying/developing some of the SAP land. His reasoning 
was clear, he did not want to associate his planned projects within a town and precinct 
perceived as a toxic dumping ground and incinerator and was very familiar with 
these types of facilities. He was otherwise very attracted to our Shire by the ideal 
location of the SAP close to major rail, road and air links and the general friendly, stable, 
clean nature of the Shire. He was as I have said, very well aware of EFW schemes and 
their incredibly risky environmental fallout including the one previously planned for 
Sydney that had fallen over due to the serious health and other implications involved. 
He wanted nothing to do with developing an industrial site in an area with what he 
described as “incredibly toxic incinerators like that!” He also stated he “wouldn’t 
touch this area with a barge pole while-ever there was any chance an EFW toxic 
incinerator would be established in this area!”.  

That decision alone represents an enormous lost opportunity for Parkes and highlights 
the broader reputational and economic risks this proposal poses. If a single investor 
of that scale is unwilling to proceed, how many others will think the same not to 
mention the likelihood many existing other businesses will exit Parkes should an 
EFW be sited here due to the intolerable risks to their business, staff health, 
reputation etc.  



The intolerable risks of so many major environmental ‘forever type chemical’ 
hazards an EFW facility would inflict on our Shire and region such PFAS, dioxins etc 
that will severely damage our environment (land & waterways), major agriculture 
base, health, wealth etc is truly appalling! Not to mention the large number of 
people who will definitely leave our area over these concerns severely impacting 
our Shire/regions sustainability etc.  

After more than four decades in finance/markets/advice/investments etc and observing 
regional investment patterns, I can confidently say that this project will do way more 
harm than good to the Parkes Shire and the surrounding regions long-term health and 
economic future/well being and is clearly a lousy/appalling proposal and terrible so 
called ‘investment’ for our Shire and region.  

The foreign financial backers of this proposal will face massive community 
hostility, opposition and anger from the get go and ongoing based on the obvious 
vehement opposition to the toxic incinerator surely making the whole project 
unattractive and unworkable from their perspective as well! One has to ask the 
obvious question, why would any consortium with any values, ethics or genuine 
community concern try to force and investment of $1.5B in the form of a toxic 
incinerator in an area that wants nothing to do with them? To push ahead in such 
circumstances would clearly indicate a scant regard for this community and a 
motivation only driven by greed and perceived financial return on investment (RoI) 
which would be truly despicable! Any project that does not adequately benefit the 
community RoI in the form of overall health, wealth, land values, environment  and 
well being etc as this proposal doesn’t, is clearly not worthy of approval.   

Parkes has embraced other large projects in many areas including mining in the 
past where a reasonable risk/reward trade-off has arisen. Thus, the community are 
not strangers to major investment in our region and indeed are generally very much pro-
development in the right circumstances as am I. These past investments have 
however stacked up in every way including environmentally and have been done 
through a proper community consultation process without coercion or force, unlike 
this proposal which doesn’t tick any of these key boxes for the residents based on 
their very significant and forthright feedback. They recognise EFW’s are extremely 
unsafe and thus want nothing to do with same under any circumstance! As many 
residents have said to me “you just can’t put lipstick on a pig!” and “it has been 
judged unsafe in Sydney so how can it suddenly become safe simply by shifting the 
garbage hundreds of kilometres?”.   

Clearly these EFW facilities are a toxic nightmare that will do massive, irreparable 
and unacceptable harm, that nobody wants and frankly nobody anywhere should 
have to put up with, not just our wonderful Shire!  



It is very obvious past and current governments and bureaucrats have failed to 
adequately plan for the soft plastic waste needs of the Sydney basin and are now 
desperate to find a rushed fix at any price for something they should have been 
resolved many years ago via proper solutions such as a proper/true circular waste 
plan that notably reduces soft plastics etc, that is either by making them recyclable and 
or bio-degradable etc with low environmental impacts/risks! Surely it is time for the 
appropriate authorities to deal with this matter properly, not via rushed politically 
motivated ‘solutions’ that involve appalling, unacceptable risks for 
rural/agricultural areas like ours!  

The EPA have already deemed these facilities an unacceptable/extreme health risk 
in the Sydney area itself where the waste is actually located and obviously shipping 
the toxic waste hundreds of miles at significant additional cost to ratepayers and 
taxpayers etc through many inland towns/villages via rail will not magically change 
that reality! Thus, it is clearly not acceptable to turn around and now 
endanger/destroy the health, lives, livelihoods, environment, reputation etc of our 
wonderful rural Shire and others along the proposed transport route and in 
neighbouring Shires where the toxic fallout plume will clearly travel! To do otherwise 
is to effectively say the lives, health, livelihoods, environment, waterways, land etc 
in the regional areas effected is somehow less important and less valuable than 
our city cousins! No one can justify this stark reality and any such decision would 
clearly be immoral, degrading  and an appallingly politically motivated outcome 
that would be reprehensible, bordering on evil to say the least!  

Closing Statement 

Parkes is a wonderful, clean Shire and region that has a wonderful native eco system, 
wide open spaces and vast pristine farming land. Our town and Shire have been built on 
a wonderful community spirit, shared effort and local pride over more than 150 
years since 1872. I urge all involved to drop the proposed EFW facility as it is totally 
unsuited to our rural agriculture and native environment based region/economy 
that must retain a clean/green environment and reputation to exist and which is 
vehemently opposed by the vast majority of the community/region/residents.  

All development in our area should reflect local needs, environmental responsibility, 
community acceptance and sustainable long-term growth — not projects with 
unacceptable risks that will definitely  severely damage our town’s reputation, 
health, environment and wider economic prospects for all time via the awful 
forever chemicals an EFW would inflict upon us that is vehemently opposed by 
nearly all residents, community groups, schools, agricultural bodies, local 
Aboriginal bodies/community etc! 






