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SUBMISSION TO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL INQUIRY INTO ‘ENERGY FROM WASTE” FACILITIES

Dear honourable members,

The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn met in Goulburn from September 12-14
2025. The Synod is the governing body of the Diocese and comprises over 200 lay and clerical
representatives from South-East New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory. The following
motion was passed unanimously by the Synod:

a) Recognises that “energy from waste” facilities or mass waste incinerators are currently banned
in the ACT and Sydney due to health concerns but that current NSW policy allows it in 4
regional areas

b) Is concerned that the proposed waste incinerator at Tarago presents a potential health risk to
residents in Tarago, Braidwood, Bungendore, Queanbeyan, Yass, Collector, Gunning,
Goulburn, Canberra and surrounding areas

c) Notes the current NSW Legislative Council inquiry into “energy from waste” facilities is
currently open for submissions until 31 October 2025

d) Encourages all parishes and all Anglicans in the diocese to have their say by making
submissions to the inquiry, especially those in affected areas

e) Requests that the link to the inquiry submissions portal be distributed to all parishes and all
clergy within the diocese.

In passing this motion Synod was expressing a concern for good environmental stewardship and the well-
being of local communities across a wide swathe of its area. The proposed incinerator will be located in a
area characterised by frequent and strong winds as witnesses by the presence of a number of wind-farms in
the area; hence emissions from the proposed incinerator will spread as far as the localities outlined in (b)
above. This has the potential to impact not just individual health but the sustainability of agriculture and
other industries.

Noting that current planning guidelines would prevent the approval of a waste incinerator in a metropolitan
area such as Sydney and Canberra the Diocese believes a similar approach be adopted with respect to
regional areas.

Bishop Mark Short
October 23 2025





