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28th October 2025 

 

Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 

 

To whom it may concern 

I am writing on behalf of the Parkes Country Women’s Association and the current 23 members 
who motioned to support writing this letter that conveys our stance - to oppose the proposed 
Energy from Waste Facility that the government is considering building in Parkes NSW. 

The Country Women's Association (CWA) is an organisation that works to improve the lives and 
conditions of women and children, especially in rural and regional areas across Australia, through 
community support, advocacy and skill sharing. It provides social and educational activities, raises 
funds for community projects like hospitals and schools, lobbies governments on issues that 
involve health by offering direct support, including providing meals after disasters, creating craft 
items, and supporting women's health needs. 

For over 100 years, Parkes CWA branch has raised money to support local causes and been 
involved in many fundraising activities, such as Street Stalls, Lamington Drives, Food Stalls at 
Christmas parades and carnivals, Raffles, High Teas & Fashion Parades. We have catered for 
many morning teas such as the Vintage Chevrolet Club, Oxley Group Public Speaking for schools, 
Ride to Give and many more. The Parkes Branch has donated money and their time to many local 
causes including the Eugowra Community Children’s Centre, the McGrath Foundation, the Flood 
Recovery Community Day, Cancer Care West Lodge in Orange, Baptist Playgroup, CWA group 
public speaking, group education grants, sponsorship of the Parkes Show Society, Land cookery 
& handcraft contributions as well as donating books for school awards.  

Parkes CWA members, their families, friends and community choose to live in the rural district of 
Parkes for cleaner air and environment, a slower pace of life, more space, access to outdoor 
activities and nature and fresh, locally grown food. We are a close-knit community where 
neighbours know and support each other. Building an Energy from Waste Facility would undo all 
this and we have many major concerns and worries. 

Energy from Waste has negative impacts such as the release of air pollutants like lead, mercury, 
and carbon dioxide and the creation of toxic ash. There are potential health risks for Parkes and 
many nearby communities. 

Incinerators release toxic pollutants, including lead, mercury, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, 
and acidic gases. Burning waste, especially plastics, releases carbon dioxide, a potent 






